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Primer on NRCS-CA Forestry

Who are we? 

• 10 civil service foresters across the state

• Other forestry trained conservation planners.

• Older worker part time employees 

• Supported by local NRCS Biologists, archeologists and engineers.
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Primer on NRCS-CA Forestry

Partners help with Forestry Technical Assistance

• CA Resource Conservation District and local RCDs  

• American Forest Foundation (AFF)

• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 

• 10 forestry Technical Service Providers 

• Private forestry consultants
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Primer on NRCS-CA Forestry

What do we do?

• Provide Forestry Technical Assistance (TA) to 

NIPF landowners. (pic)

• Use EQIP and CSP  programs to provide 

Financial Assistance (FA) to NIPFs to pay for 

forest improvement work. 
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Primer on NRCS-CA Forestry

What do we do?

• Wildfire Forest Resilience projects = 

thinning and slash treatment

• Post fire/insect damage =  slash treatment, 

site prep, and reforestation. 

• Increasing prescribed burning. 
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Primer on NRCS-CA Forestry

What do we do?

• Plan hundreds of FMPs, site specific silvicultural 

prescriptions and EQIP agreements across state each year.

• Thousand of acres are treated each year 

• Annual $ payments for forestry work via 

EQIP agreements of over $10 million.
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Trends in NRCS-CA Forestry

• 2022 Inflation Reduction Act 

• Climate Smart Forestry: Carbon sequestration, 

GHG emission reduction silviculture. 
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Trends in NRCS-CA Forestry

• Wildfire Resilience via Gov Wildfire Resilience Task Force: 

➢ “Private Forest Landowner Assistance Action Plan” 

Landowner 
Outreach & 
Education

Planning & 
Technical 

Assistance

Environmental 
Review

Financial 
Assistance

Implement & 
Maintain Projects 
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Cooperative Efforts with Forestry Agencies

USFS R5

• Joint Chiefs Landscape Partnership

• NRCS Field Office and R5 Ranger District 

plan together forestry projects
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Cooperative Efforts with Forestry Agencies

USFS R5

• NRCS and USFS R5 cooperation in USFS 

national priority areas: 

➢ “Confronting the Wildfire  Crisis”

➢ “Community Defense Grants” 

➢ “Disaster  Assistance Funding” for NIPF.

• Example of priority locations: 

➢ Tuolumne, Trinity County, 

Klamath, Plumas County, NYFP,  So Cal.
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Cooperative Efforts with Forestry Agencies

CAL FIRE 

• CAL FIRE Forest Health Grants and Wildfire 

Resilience projects

• Caldor and Dixie Fire “Emergency Forest 

Restoration Teams”

• CAL FIRE – NRCS  MOA on forestry and prescribed 

fire MOA

Plumas EFRT
Feather River RCD 
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STAC Forestry guidance needed

• Strategize most important/priority forestry location.

• Find the best forestry TA help for our field office

➢ Especially in NW and NE CA.

• Help recruit NIPF clients to our forestry programs.

• Find the best veg mgt private contractors for our clients.

• Connect non public funding to EQIP clients and multi agency priority projects.
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Thanks !

Christopher Zimny
State Staff Forester
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service

430 G St., #4164
Davis, CA 95616

C: (530) 400-4627

Email: Chris.Zimny@usda.gov

mailto:Chris.Zimny@usda.gov
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