
Farmland Protection Pro gram 
Massachusetts Summary

Customer Focus

Paul Maiewski is a fourth 
generation farmer from 
Whately located in Frank-
lin County.  He owns 100 
acres of farmland along the 
Con nect i cut River in 
Western Massachusetts.  
Paul recently purchased 
11 acres of prime farmland 
from his uncle, where he 
grows organically grown 
produce. “It’s a big 
commitment” Paul says of 
the shift to organic farming.  

Paul received Farm land 
Protection Program (FPP) 
funding in conjunction with 
the Mas sa chu setts 
Agricultural Preservation 
Re stric tion (APR) Funding. 
Com bined, the two 
programs helped Paul to 
keep his land in agriculture.  

“My neighbors to the north 
and south have already put 
their land under farmland 
pres er va tion. I hope to pay 
off my mortgage with the 
funding."

In addition to preserving 
the soil resource base, this 
FPP project has enhanced 
critical wildlife habitat and 
maintained scenic vistas 
along one of America's des-
ignated Heritage Rivers.

Overview 
The USDA Farmland Protection Program (FPP) helps farmers keep their pro duc tive land in 
ag ri cul ture.  The program assists States, Tribes, local gov ern ments and non-profi t 
organizations by purchasing con ser va tion ease ments for the purpose of limiting conversion to 
non-agricultural uses.  NRCS provides up to 50% of the fair market value of the conservation 
easement to the cooperating entity, which ac quires, man ag es, and en forc es the easement.  
Landowners participate voluntarily, and protected farms remain in private ownership.  Every 
pro tect ed farm op er ates under a con ser va tion plan approved by the local Conservation Dis-
trict.  Na tion al ly, over $52 million have been ob li gat ed to state and local entities since es tab -
lish ment of the pro gram in 1996.  Proposals were accepted in 1996, 1997, 1998, and 2001.

Accomplishments  
In Massachusetts, more than $3 million in FPP funds have been award ed to 35 farmers to 
protect over 3,320 acres of threatened farmland.  This has been accomplished in co op er a tion 
with The Massachusetts Department of Food and Ag ri cul ture through their Ag ri cul tur al 
Preservation Restriction Program (APR). As a result, FPP funding has served to leverage 
ap prox i mate ly $6 million of Massachusetts DFA/APR funds in protecting the 35 farms men-
 tioned above. 

Outlook  
Massachusetts has some of the best agricultural land in the United States.  The Connecti-
cut River Valley’s fertile soil produces top quality products.  Preserving land for agriculture 
in Massachusetts is not easy. Development pressures are increasing in the area at a rapid 
rate.  The FPP serves to help bolster the Com mon wealth's $500,000,000 agricultural in dus try 
by helping to keep farms in active com mer cial use for perpetuity and by sending a strong 
message to the industry and its farmers that state and federal government are serious about 
encouraging a viable ag ri cul tur al econ o my.  Massachusetts state gov ern ment has in vest ed 
$118 million to protect 530 agricultural properties totaling more than 48,000 acres since 1977. 
The 
Massachusetts DFA/ APR program currently has 145 farms under APR application (with an 
estimated APR value of more than $40 million).

December 2001

State Contact: 
Richard J. DeVergilio, 
FPP Program Man ag er 



Farmland Protection Program
Massachusetts Ease ments 
(As of December 2001)                        
                                   
County:    Berk shire   
Acres:  969                                       
Ease ment Cost:        $1,895,000          
Av er age ($/acre)        $1,965                 
Federal Payment:     $530,000             
Percentage                 28%                    

County:    Bristol        
Acres:  59                  Ease ment Cost:
$313,000                    Average ($/acre)
$5,305                        Federal Pay-
ment:       $154,000                          
Per cent age                 49%

County:    Franklin     
Acres:     776            
Easement Cost:        $1,607,000     
Average ($/acre)        $2,071            
Federal Payment:     $575,000        
Percentage                 36%               

County:    Hampden  
Acres:     97              
Easement Cost:        $165,000        
Average ($/acre)        $1,701            
Federal Payment:     $82,000          
Percentage                 50%

County:    Hampshire
Acres:     295            
Easement Cost:        $1,222,000     
Average ($/acre)        $4,142            
Federal Payment:     $455,000        
Percentage                 37%
                 
County:    Hancock    
Acres:     200            
Easement Cost:        $170,000        
Average ($/acre)        $850               
Federal Payment:     $75,000          
Percentage                 44%

County:    Middlesex 
Acres:     324            
Easement Cost:        $2,775,900     
Average ($/acre)        $8,568            
Federal Payment:     $826,900        
Percentage                 30%

County:    Worcester 
Acres:     600            
Easement Cost:        $923,500        
Average ($/acre)        $1,539            
Federal Payment:     $314,000        
Percentage                 34%

MASSACHUSETTS TOTALS            
Acres:                       3,320              
Easement Cost:        $9,071,400      
Av er age ($/acre)        $2,732            
Federal Payment:     $3,011,900     
Percentage                 33%               

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, dis-
ability, political beliefs, sexual ori en ta tion, or marital or family status.  (Not all pro hib it ed bases apply to all pro grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for com mu ni ca tion of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To 
fi le a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and In de pen dence Ave., SW, Washington, DC  20250-
9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal op por tu ni ty provider and employer.


