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September 14, 2006

Mr. Gary Craft
4572 Lincoln Road
Macedon, NY 14502

Robert Glennon, Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program Manager
Easervent Program Division
USDA Natural Resource Congervation Setvice {(NRCS)
1400 Independence Ave, SW Rim 6819.S
ashington, DC 20250-1400

T e et vy —

Dear Mr, Glenmon:

I am writing in response to the Faterim Final Rule published on July 27, 2006 for the Farm and
Ranchlaud Protection Progiam (FRPP). FRPP has been an important partner to our local efforts
to protect farmland and suppott our local farmers. In our town, thtee farmers have worked with
the town and land trust to protect over 400 acres of land using FRPP and the New York State
Farmland Protection Program fimds. 1 have applied twice before and am considering applying

again in order to keep our farm in production.

I am very worried that FRPP policies proposed in the Foterim Final Rule conflict with the
standards of the New York State Farmland Protection Piogram. This year, New York State
Department of Agriculture and Markets indicated that FRPP funds would not be petmitied as a
match for state-funded p1ojects — largely due to new FRPP standards. For this reason, I did not
apply to NYSDAM this year and if this conflict continues, I will not apply to either program in

the futire,

Specifically I am concerned about the following issues as they are stated in the proposed rule:

o Ibelieve that the 2% Impetvions swiface restriction is not the right way to protect fopsoil.
Farmers need good soil and will adopt management techniques that presetve topsoil. We are

- a custoniéi~driven fruit favmn and need to have the flexibility to add a greenhouse if that is the

type of product our customers are Tooking for. The other easements in town require a
conservation plan for the highly erodible soils, why wouldn’t this work for the whole farm?
This seems to be a more reasonable way to manage topsoil without capping management
practices with rigid limitation in an easement.

o Talso believe that changing the FRPP to a block grant-type program for well-organized state
or local progtams would be a more effective way to partner with local governments.

My wife and I enjoy the farming lifestyle and ate confident that we will continue to doso, I
believe we will adopt new matagement techmiques in the future, It is vitally important that any
farmland protection easement allow this to happen. It is also important that the Statc and Federal
programs wotk together.
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I'hope you will consider these concerns and make appropriate changes in order that more
fatmers, myself inclnded, can utilize youw program

Siocerely, /4
- H/(A/f -

CC:  U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer
U S. Congressman James Walsh
© 7 “RomrAlvarado; NRES-NY State Conuervationist
Matilyn Stephenson, NRCS-NY FRPP Program Manager
Patrick Brennan, Commissioner NYSDAM
David Haight, American Farmland Trust
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Wayne County Planning Department
9 PEARL STREET « LYONS, NVY 14489
PHONE: (315) 946-5919 + RAX: (315) 946-7657

EMATL: orothfngs@co. wayne.ny.us
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From;__Qta Rothfss 111, Ag Deyclopment Daes G -28-0C
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hip trantmission, inoludiny sny ateachmoutts L9 for the nolo woo oF the intended creciplent () ar catity mamgd alcve and may contain genfidential and
privilagnd infowmation. 12 you teopdved this and are nok Lhe invendad reciplent(m), you are heceby notifled that any disgleguza, copying, unAuthorized
distributien or She kaking of any adblsh In xallance on the cententz of thia informsiden iz prohibited. If yeu hove rocoived Lhls teanhidonion in scroz,

pinses inwadiately contaak ehe sendey 9@ Andleated zhove to wowangd bhe proper hawdling of bha {nformitign.
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To: FEasement Program Division

From: Ora Rothfuss, Ag Development Speciali g

Date: 9/28/2006
Re: USDA NRCS comment letter

Please find enclosed a letter from Gary Craft offering cominents on the Interim Final
Rule for the Farm and Raoch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) publisked in the
Federal Register on July 27, 2006 by the Comnodity Credit Corporation. While this
letter was submitted too late for comment on the proposed rule, it does bring up
good points for the 2007 Farm Bill discussions.

Pleasc contact me if you have questions or concerns.

County Office Building » 9 Peail Street » Tyons, NY 14489

Tel (315) -946-5219 = Fax (315) 9467657
WWW.CO waync”ny.us



