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Re:  Docket Number NRCS-I FR-08013

To Whom it May Concern:

Hendry Capital, LLC , a company represent, recently submitted an application to

the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) in the Staté of Florida for the inclusion of

approximately 3,700 acres located in Hendry County, Florida in that program. Last
week, we were informed that owt application for the WRP was ineligible due to the fact
that we have not owned the land for the last seven years.

As you know, the 2008 Farm Bill provides that ar exception to the 7 year holding
petiod may be granted if the “Secretary determines that the land was acquired under
circumstances that give adequate asswances that such Jand was not acquired for the
purposes of placing it in the [WRP) progiam established by this subchapter,” 16 U.S C
3837(a)(3). The intetim rules list the “demonstration of status as a beginning farmer or
rancher” as the example of a circumstance that gives adequate assurance that the land
was not acquired for the putposes of putting it in the WRP. 7 CFR Part 1467 A{eH(2)(i).

We are curtently seeking a waiver to the 7 year holding period requirement in
reliance on the foregoing rules and more particularly on owr ability to demonstiate ou
“status as a beginning furmer or rancher

The WRP’s self-proclaimed goal is the Testoration and protection of wetlands in
the United States. The successful restoration and protection of the BEverglades in Florida,
a national wetland treasure, hinges on our state’s ability to use the WRP to help restore
agricultural lands to their natural condition. [ believe it is imperative to the goal of the
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WRP in Florida, and more importantly to the restoration and preservation of the
Everglades, that farmers, ranchers and others n the agricultural mndustry be able to avajl -
themselves of the exception to the 7 year holding period requirement that 1 hightighted in
italics above. For these reasons, I ask that you consider keeping the Tollowing language in
the intetim rules in place as is:

(i) The land was acquired under circumstances that give adequate
assurances, as determined by NRCS, that such land was not acquired for
the purposes of placing it in the program, such as demonstiation of status
as a beginning farmer or ranchey ™ 7 CFR Part 146‘7.4(0)(2)(1’1})

If you have any questions or if I can provide you with any further information,
please feel fiee to contact me at 561-722.054]

Very truly yours,
E. ay};ﬁcgum
Managihg Member

Hendty Capital, LLC,




