
Finarrial Assistance Programs Division 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Natu'al Resources Conservation Service 
t4001~l\'!pendence Avenue, S.W. 
Room 5237S 
W~~tlington,J~9.~02.~~~~O . ::;'.Y·'I.?~ ~ ~t(7'~~'" "t~4. '~-'- '~t'",:~;:j;. 
Re: Docket Number NRCS- IFR-0800S" Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQlP) Final Rules 
Dear Secretary Vilsack, 
In these hard economic times and with concerns over food safety, water quality end 
conservation at an all-time high. it's important t<l not only stand up for family farmers but to 
encoorage best a9 ricultural pr.1~ices. 
As a result of these factors, I think. it's important that the USDA stop using taxpayer dollars to 
bailout factory farms and help support sustainable and organic farmers that protect the 
envirorment and build strong rural commurities. 
The USDA needs to ensure that the EQIP rue be clarified, in accordance with the 2008 Farm 
Bilt, and that EQ I P CjS.:;jp.ta~Aa\@Jab.e."to~rs and ranchers ror comprehensive 
whole farm conservation plannilg. 
~..QJfJl!!.~_rTJ:YS.L~l~~Q..Y.i:..:I_NRCS State Conservationists to rank and process 
applicatrons for pr.gao~Js1qI:,-~.¥!:ista~.. 1n a separate funding pool that rnake$ clear 
that the Umit of $80,000 over a 4-vear period applies oriy to organic col"IYersion payments 
and not aU EQ I P payments made to organic farmers and ranchers. 
l-ceCQmCIleocL~tJheJ~JBg§_ame..nd..the .I;.Qrp-lltiU9.. .P.t9.hib~~.~~C?Lf¥Qlp_r~_~ ~.. 
agQlatwaste,slQr...M.(!.Jm~tmem~!Jr~~at~Qn fQ.f ~w or expanding CAFOs and fliit t(,e 
E..2!!:_ru~_do.e.s_IlQt..aIlpy.:>y:~i~~J9jl1C.tEta~~.~~~!I00!tto GAFQi..¥~~ithe$30Cf!..Q~·--· 
~ir!lil. 
Numerous studies have proven conclusively that corporate CAFOs have negative impacts on 
water quality, decrease the value of their neighbor's property, and harbor antlbiotic-resistanl 
bacteria that threatens hl.ll1an health. 
~.....!!me_t!}aJ.~r9a~.f~f.!L~Q~t@!.,'!g~1>_I!!~nQ..P!Un..I!tl@1.!~J!.IJQ ..y(i.th..9>~io~l 
p'!Q.ducer:s.il:l.fmding..aroou::Jt.S_lha~u.eceilo'e..fl.QD) .. EQ.l.e., nis can easily be done if the USDA 
follows the rules of protecting the people an:! our coNective resot.n:eS OWl" the irtenests of 
giant corporate agribusinesses .. 

--a. Please stand up for independent family farmers and ranchers and swiftly enact these 
recommendations. 
Sincerely. 
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