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Denr Secretary Y ilsack.. 

In these hard economic times and with COllccrml OWl' food safety, watcr qualiLy and 
conservatkm nt an all-time high, it's important to lIuL only stand up for family wmers hut 
to ~nC()llrnge best agrieuhural practices. 

As a n::sult ofthcse fal.~tors, 1 think it'l\ Important thl.!. USDA stop u:.ing. t8xpayc.r dollan to 
bailout tactory farms and help support sustninablc 8nu organic farmers that protect lhe 
environment and bllild stcung rur.!l communities. 

The USDA needs to ensure that thl:l RQUP nile be clarified if] uf,;l,;ordance with the 200~ 
Farill Bill, and that EQIP assistaIlcl.: is available to till farmers and ra11cher!' for 
l~umprehensjve whole farm wnservatiol1 planning. 

'ilK~ fimtl EQIP rule must also l'ctlllire NRCS State Conscrvationists to nmk and process 
applicatiuns lilT organic cOllvcrsion a.'lsistance it) a sepnratc finuing pool that makes clear 
that the limit ul'$RO;OOO over a 4year pl:riml applies only lO llrg;;mic conversion payments 
and all r.QIP Imyment.. made to organic framers and ranchers. 

I fCCOUlmtmd that the NRCS 81IWUU the EQIP rule to prohibit thtl US~ of F.QTP funding for 
animal waste storage, treatment Q1' tr,ulsportatton for new or expanding CAPO!' and that 
the EQI P rule does not allow waivers to U1Crei.t:ie assistllncc to CA FOs abovtl tht: 300,000 
paymc11t limit. 

Numerolls studies have proven cOllclusivdy that cOlj'lorate CA FOs have nelfcluve impacts 
on water qualily. decrease the value of their ueighhor'~ propeliy, and ha.rbor antihiotic­
resistant hactcria lhatlhreatens hurn.."In health. 

fL's timc dUll urganic farmers and ranchers ~lanu on an equal fru)ting with 4,1vIlvenuonal 
producers.in furuJing amounts they receive irllm EQIP. This Can ensHy be dOllc iflhe 
USDA follows till: flLJe:> of protecting the people and our collective resources O"t~r the 
inlerest"l ofgiant corporate;, agrihu~inesses. 

Please stand lnlP for independenl fimncrs ruul ranchers and swiftly enact these 
rtiCommendations. 

Slnc("Tcly. 
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