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FilV.lndGl Ml.'Iilsianoe Programe Division 
U.S. Department of AglicUltLre 
Nab..AI ResOll'CM ConservatiOn Servioe 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW. 
Room 5237S 
W_hington, DC 20250~2890 

Re: Docket Number NRCS-IFR>0800S" Environmenial QualiW Incentives PI'( 
Flna'RuIes 

Dear secretary Vilsaok, 

In these hard economk times and 'M1h ooncerns over food safety, water quality arK 

an ali-tme high, KG important to not only stand up for family farmers but to encouI'8s 
agricultUral practices. 

As aresult of these factors, I think ifs important that the USDA stop using ~ayer 
factory farms and help support sustainable and organic farmers that protect the ern 
build sirong nnI communities. 

The USDA needs to ensl.l"e that the EQIP rule be clarified, in aooordance wth 1he ~ 
and 1hatEQIP assistance is available to all farmers and ranchena for comprehensiv 
col'18emmon planning. 

The final eQIPrule must also require NRCS Sfate ConseMltioniSts to rank and pro 
appllcallons for organic cOnYel'$ion assistance in is 5ep_. funding pool tttat makE 
limit of $80,000 over 1ft 4-year period applies only to organic convemion p~nf& ; 
payments made to organio farmers and ranchena.. 

I recommend 1haI:1he NRCS amend the EQIP rule to ptohbit1he uae of EQIP fund 
waste storage. treatment or transl)ortation for new or expanding CAFOs and that1h 
does not dow waivers to inorease assistance to CAFOs above the $300,000 payn 

Numerou$ &1udies t'tave proven conclusively that: corpol'3le CAFOR have negaflVe il 
quality, dec:rease the value of their neighbor's property, and harbor antIblo1lc-res1s1i 
1hreatens human health. 

Ifs time that organic farmers and ranchers s1and on an equal foOting YttIh conventio 
funding amounb 1hey receive from EQIP. This can easily be done If1he USDA foil( ( 
protecting 1he people arxf our collectiVe resollce8 over1tle IntereSlS of giant corpo 
agribusinesses. 

Please s1and up for independent family farmers and ranOOeI8 and swiftly enactth~ 
recommendations. 

Sincerely, 

~.~ 

10ft 4/17nOO9 3:57 PM 


