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Pennsylvania Summary

Overview

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) has been very popular in Pennsylvania. It has also been successful in treating environmental issues in priority areas throughout the state.  When first initiated in Pennsylvania, applications outnumbered contracts by 16 to one.  Because that trend continued, we are not receiving as many applications as in the past.  Still, in 2001, 91 applications were received requesting $1,896,591 in statewide funds.  Only 31 applications were awarded for $882,068. Working groups made up of local farmers, conservation district directors, and other environmental organization representatives establish ranking criteria and work with NRCS to insure environmental priorities are being addressed in Geographic Priority Areas.

Accomplishments

Pennsylvania has 12 Geographic Priority Areas involving 16 counties and awarded 113 statewide concern contracts totaling $1,814,615.  Grazing tours, displays, and pamphlets were a few of the products produced using educational funds.  Grazing tours and Dairy Day events were particularly beneficial in showing neighbors and others the benefits of streambank fencing and plantings, nutrient management systems, terraces, and barnyard stabilization practices that have improved water quality throughout the state, particularly in priority areas.  

Pennsylvania has over 60,000 farms but the average farm size is only 128 acres.  This makes nutrient management a high conservation priority.  Much time is spent design nutrient storage tanks, barnyard waste water management plans, and barnyard lane stabilization and streambank fencing to control where the animals can and can’t go.  Stream nutrients and sediment have been greatly reduced to allow “put and take” fish stocking in some locations.

Outlook

Because of the number of unfunded applications each year, it is expected that EQIP will continue to be a popular program in Pennsylvania.  We are also a state with over 83,000 miles of streams so much work remains to be done.  Geographic Priority Areas addressing issues in small watersheds continue to be extremely successful as more and more farms within the watershed install conservation practices.  This concentration of effort will continue to show improved water quality in those communities funded through EQIP.

State Contact

Gary Smith, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, 717-237-2204, Natural Resources Conservation Service, One Credit Union Place, Suite 340, Harrisburg, PA  17110.



     

Pennsylvania EQIP Dollars and Contracts by Congressional Districts



   Fiscal Year 2001                                          Cumulative Total (97-01)

Congressional 
   Obligated 
Number of                    Obligated                  Number of

Districts
   Dollars
Contracts                      Dollars                      Contracts
Districts 1-3 (Phil.)
                           0                               0                                            0                                 0

District 4

                    3,225

            1
                                222,400                              13

District 5

                194,154
                            5
                                 485,111                             33

District 6*

115,393*
                            7
                              1,028,302                             74

District 7

                           0

            0
                                           0                                0

District 8*

176,853*
                          25
                              1,011,673                             63

District 9*

213,400
                            7
                                 820,366                             55

District 10*

396,028*
                          17
                              1,342,984                           113

District 11*

262,368*
                          11
                                 896,225                             53

District 12*

266,535*
                          10
                              1,492,765                           106

District 13

           0

            0
                                           0                                0

District 14

           0

            0
                                           0                                0

District 15

115,504
                            5
                                 526,123                             30

District 16

48,400
                            5
                                 700,733                             58

District 17*

215,985
                          10
                              1,331,193                             89

District 18

           0

            0
                                 164,752                             12

District 19*

400,108
                          26
                              2,458,948                           176

District 20*

288,730
                          15
                              1,230,886                             88

District 21                                          0
                               0                                   505,620                             41
State Totals                       $2,696,683                           144                            $14,218,081                        1,004

*Denotes Geographic Priority Area

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of  program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Customer Focus 





 Clifford Ghrist operates a 150-acre beef farm in the southeastern part of Washington County.  Cliff’s family started working to manage the environmental integrity of the farm in 1950 with the then Soil Conservation Service and the Washington County Conservation District.  He recently decided to increase the size of his herd but wanted to insure that would not affect the clean stream and wildlife nearby.





An NRCS conservation professional provided Cliff with a plan which could partner with other state and private programs to completely meet his needs.  Using EQIP, Partners for Wildlife, and Pennsylvania’s forest buffer initiative, Cliff has fenced livestock out of 1.5 miles of stream, set up an intensive grazing system, installed riparian buffers, created and enhanced wetlands, and converted cropland along the stream to warm season grasses for pasture.  Cliff now has the best of both worlds.  He has increased his beef herd, cleaned up the streams on his farm, and has an abundance of songbirds and aquatic life in his “neighborhood.”





�





�





Pennsylvania EQIP Priority Within Congressional Districts
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