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Nebraska Summary

Overview

In Nebraska, strong interest and participation in the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) continued through FY 2001. Applications requesting Federal cost-share funds totaling over $12.5 million dollars were submitted by 1,204 landowners. The Nebraska FY 2001 allocation for financial assistance was $3,881,800.  In addition, $400,000 of state Environmental Trust funds were supplemented to federal EQIP funds.  Even with the additional state funding there is still a shortfall of over $8 million to meet current client needs. NRCS staff  developed and approved 415 EQIP conservation plans and contracts, which obligated nearly 99 percent of allocated financial assistance funds. 
Accomplishments

EQIP financial assistance has been distributed in Nebraska through 19 targeted Priority Areas (PA) and 5 statewide Natural Resource Concerns for Outside Priority Areas (OPA).  About $2,764,100 in EQIP Federal cost-share dollars were obligated in PAs and $1,493647 were obligated in OPA's.  FY 2001 EQIP conservation plans and contracts will treat nearly 185,000 acres throughout the State. A total of 16,172 instances of assistance were provided to clients associated with EQIP in Nebraska as reported in PRMS. In addition to financial assistance, $10,000 in EQIP education funds was awarded in grants to organizations and groups to educate applicants about resource conservation. Since the inception of EQIP in Nebraska, 2200 contracts on 1.4 million acres are progressing towards resource protection.

Outlook

If participation were a measure of success of this program, Nebraska would report tremendous success with EQIP. The total unmet need requests from clients are $12,582,460 in FY 2001.  This figure indicates the need for continued program support to address significant resource concerns.

State Contacts

Don G. Thober, Assistant State Conservationist/Programs, 402-437-4111 don.thober@ne.usda.gov
Richard S. Torpin, Program Liaison, 402-437-4061, rich.torpin@ne.usda.gov


     

Nebraska  EQIP Dollars and Contracts by Congressional Districts



Fiscal Year 2001
   Cumulative Total (97-01)


Congressional 
Obligated 
Number of
Obligated
Number of

Districts
Dollars
Contracts
Dollars
Contracts
District 1
$1,463,261
145
$7,038,593
699

District 2
67,468
2
125,211
9

District 3
2,702,892
    267
14,263,338
1488

State Totals
$4,233,621
414
$21,427,142
2196


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of  program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Bill Kreikemeier, right and his brother Keith, center, discuss their comprehensive nutrient management plan with Dave Speidel, resource conservationist on the NRCS water quality team in Norfolk.  The Kreikemeier's who farm near Snyder, NE are using an EQIP contract for a manure facility and the control of water runoff through the installatin of conservation practices.  Bill said, "With the rules and regulations, it's nice to have someone (NRCS) to call upon to help keep it all straight."



































Reviewing a two year old stand of alfalfa for weed competition and alfalfaweevil are, right to left, Ed Harms, Resource Conservationist at Bridgeport, Ralph Christensen, District Conservationist at Scottsbluff, and Banner County landowners Ralph and Ann May Sauder.  The Sauder's are in the third year of an EQIP contract that includes irrigation practices (installing flow meters, renozzling sprinklers, etc.), pest management and tree planting.  
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Nebraska EQIP Priority Areas Within Congressional Districts

















� INCLUDEPICTURE "::Congrnl' maps-eqip:ne01.eps" \* MERGEFORMAT ���








