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Customer Focus

Francis Marques, Hawaii
County, Hawaii

For 30 years, Francis Marques
worked for Ka’u Agribusiness on
the Big Island of Hawaii. Then in
1996, the sugar company closed its
business. With very few job
opportunities available in a small
plantation town that revolved
around the company, Mr. Marques
leased 25 acres in Moa'ula from his
former employer to grow coffee.
He sought technical assistance from
the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service to address his
erosion problem. After working
closely with NRCS on the
installation of his windbreaks and
coffee orchard, Mr. Marques
applied for financial assistance
through EQIP to install a terrace
system and establish permanent
ground cover. Mr. Marques now
processes and markets coffee from
his farm under his own label.
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Francis Marques with his
grandchildren at their 25-acre coffee
farm.
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Hawaii Summary

Overview

EQIP generates a great deal of interest in Hawaii. Thirty-five
farmers and ranchers throughout the islands requested funds totaling
over $562,000 to address their natural resource concerns. NRCS
assisted 32 agricultural producers in developing contracts that
obligated nearly $504,000 in federal cost-share assistance. As a
result of these contracts, conservation practices will be applied to
over 3,100 acres of agricultural lands over the next 5 to 10 years.

Accomplishments

The year 2001 was an active year for EQIP in Hawaii. NRCS
continues to provide technical assistance to about 125 farmers,
ranchers, and other agricultural producers who apply conservation
practices as part of their EQIP contracts. As a result, agricultural
producers applied conservation treatment measures to approximately
2,400 acres of land this year.

Outlook

Conservation practices to address animal waste, erosion and
sedimentation, noxious weeds, and other natural resource concerns
are needed throughout the state. Additional funding will ensure that
our farmers and ranchers receive technical, financial, and educational
assistance to continue farming while protecting our natural resources.

State Contacts

Gail Ichikawa, Resource Conservationist, phone: (808) 541-2600,
extension 110, e-mail: Gail.lchikawa@hi.usda.gov or Shirley
Nakamura, Resource Conservationist, (808) 541-2600, extension
112, e-mail: Shirley.Nakamura@hi.usda.gov.
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Hawaii EQIP Dollars and Contracts by Congressional Districts

Fiscal Year 2001 Cumulative Total (97-01)
Congressional Obligated Number of Obligated Number of
Districts Dollars Contracts Dollars Contracts
District 2 503,782 32 2,703,221 149
State Totals $503,782 32 $2,703,221 149
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