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Customer Focus

OntheFreund'sFam i nEast Canaen, CT,
conser vati on pr act icesmede poss bl et hr ough
theEQIP Program hel p prot ect t he Bl ackberry
and Whit ing Rivers. T hebunker s los, whi ch
store s lage cor nand haylage had apr oblem
wit hhigh BOD | eachate enteri ngther iver.

T hr ough EQI P, t he Freunds haveingtal ed an
i nnovati vel eachate coll ection system . The
col lecti on syst em cat chesthel eachatei nan
under ground pipi ng system and pum psthe
wadtetot heli ned m anure st or age st ruct ure.

T hrough EQI P, theFreundsd soingdl eda
roof and gutt er sover f eedingaress T he
runof f now enter stheneer by S reeam's

uncont aminated and t hemanur evol umei s

| essened by theamount of ra nwet er di ver ted;
thus, & or age cost sarer educed. Ther oof
runof f management pr acticeand s lage

| eechate coll ection system wer epart of an
agr icult ur d waste m anagem ent plan whi ch
waspr epar edjoi ntly by t hefarm, CE S, and
NRCS and appr oved by the CT Depar tm ent
of Environmentd Protection. EQIP d 0

hel ped com plete a pasture managem ent plan
thati nduded f encing, wat eringsys em, anda
buf fer dong the Whi ting River to keep young
gock of f ther i verbanks Inaddi ti on, EQIP

f undshelped pay f or 15 acres of per manent
seedi ngson highly er odibl elandsi nt hesame
wet er shed. The E QI Pprogr am hasdso

hel pedt he F reunds pr epareand f ol low a
nut ri ent m anagem ent plan. Technica

assgt ancefor t hi splanwas suppli ed thr ough a
cooper aiveagr eement withCES. T hepl an
cover sover 487 acresof hay | and, 184 acres
of cor n, 262 acr esof r ot ati ona pasture and 6
acr esof vegetables Theplanmakesmore
ef id entuseof thenutri entsstoredinthe
agricult ur d wastesand r ecyd esthese

nut ri ent sback i ntothecr ops mi ni mizingthe
risk of wet er qud ity degr adeti on. InF Y2001,
theFreundsussd EQIP fundstoingal a
water trandfer sysem that dl owsthem to

i irigatel i quidsf rom manure
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Connecticut Summary

Overview

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) provides technical, educational, and financial
assistance to eligible farmers to address soil, water, and related resource concerns
on their land. In Connecticut, NRCS EQIP funds have leveraged financial,
educational, and technical assistance from the Cnnecticut Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), Connecticut Department of Agriculture
(DOA), and University of Connecticut Cooperative Extension System (CES)
under the guidance of the State Technical Committee, chaired by NRCS. This
collaborative approach provides greater benefits to the agricultural community
than if each agency provided assistance separately.

Accomplishments

From 1997 to 2001, 302 farmers applied for EQIP. Technical and financial
assistance were available for 61 contracts. Total project costs (financial
assistance) were $4.1 million. EQIP financial assistance provided 61 percent of
the funding ($1.9 million). DOA provided 12 percent ($680,700), and the
farmers contributed 28 percent ($892,800). Technical and educational assistance
to get conservation practices installed were provided by NRCS, DEP, and CES.

Outlook

EQIP funding in FY 2002 has the potential to levere
Connecticut (DEP, DOA) funding. Connecticut
farmers, Federa and State government, and the
university have created an efficient partnership

to address agricultural environmental
responsibilities and reduce risk.

State Contact
Jan Dybdahl, State Resource Conservationist,

860.871.4018, jan.dybdahl @ct.usda.gov

Ben Freund standing in
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Connecticut EQIP Priority Areas Within Congressional Districts
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Connecticut EQIP Dollars and Contracts by Congressional Districts

Fiscal Year 2001

Cumulative Total (97-01)

Congressional Obligated Number of Obligated Number of
Districts Dollars Contracts Dollars Contracts
District 1 $ 0 0 $ 97,806 3
District 2 203,784 11 1,124,839 41
District 3 74,044 5 74,044 5
District 4 7,001 1 7,001 1
District 5 36,773 2 64,528 4
District 6 307,762 7 1,164,396 33

State Totals $629,364 26 $2,532,614 87

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



