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Customer Focus—

Fred and Tammy Morris own a 46-
acre, 60-head cattle operation in
Florence County, South Carolina.
The couple, who hold fulltime jobs,
and their two children work part-
time on their small farm, working
from sunup to sundown on
Saturdays.

When the Morris family enrolled in
EQIP, the $10,000 and technical
assistance they received provided a
needed boost to the small opera-
tion. “We have been able to grow
so much in the past few years,”

said patriarch Fred Morris. “I don’t
know if we could have done it
without NRCS' assistance.” The
Morrises are a conservation
conscious family, serving as an
excellent example to other small
family farmers. “Itisalot of hard
work, but the rewards are many,”
stressed Fred. “For our family,
farming is ateam effort, and the
stance received from NRCS
and EQIP has been invaluable to
us.”
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South Carolina Summary

Overview

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) has generated great interest in South
Caralina. In FY 2000 alone, hundreds of landowners requested funding assistance totaling over
$4 million. NRCS received $1.5 million, $1 million to assist landowners through 14 priority
areas and $562,000 to improve water quality, the statewide concern. As aresult, NRCS was able
to assist landowners in nearly each of the 46 counties.

Accomplishments

EQIP provides South Carolinafarmers, through technical and cost-share assistance, the opportu-
nity to install conservation practices that might not otherwise be affordable. Much of this
assistance is directed toward waste management and utilization — the state's highest priority.
Because the structure associated with waste management is very expensive, NRCS and EQIP
have played acritical role in helping landowners meet state requirements, including strict laws
established by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC).

Outlook

South Carolinais faced with the constant challenge of poor growing conditions and low farm
produce prices, which isalso agrowing national concern, that threaten the foundation of farming
—society’s food and fiber backbone. EQIP will continue to be essential in bringing South
Caralinians together to address erosion, water quality, waste management, wildlife habitat, and
other natural resource issues, all which greatly impact the future of the farming community.

State Contact
Glenn Sandifer, Program Speciaist, (803) 253-3894

Tammy Morris
(right) reviews
the conservation
plan designed by
Florence County
NRCS District
Conservationist
Frank Stephens.



South Carolina EQIP Priority Areas Within Congressional Districts

Lancaster Lynches River

Central Kertshaw Animal Waste Utilization
Black Creek

Lamar-Oates

Penny-Shanklin-Morrow Creek Grazing Land

Little Saluda Water Quality Improvement Project

R ’ Muddy Creek Water Quality
South Fork Edisto River Soil & Water Quality

Black Mingo
Shaws Creek Soil & Water Quality

) Scape Ore Watershed
Upper Lake Marion Environmental Quality

Rafting Creek / Providence
Lower Lake Marion - Santee River ownship

[ Congressional District
1 EQIP Priority Area

South Carolina EQIP Dollars and Contracts by Congressional District

Fiscal Year 2000 Cumulative Total (97-00)

Congressional Obligated Number of Obligated Number of
Districts Dollars Contracts Dollars Contracts
District 0 $576,736 111 $2,659,183 989
District 1 2,541 1 357,033 63
District 3 254,038 63 1,048,396 260
District 5 376,820 41 1,671,028 169
District 6 409,290 35 1,092,407 100

State Totals $1,619,425 251 $6,828,047 1,581

Note:EQIP contracts for each Congressional District are estimated from Conservation Priority Areas which may include more
than one district. Congressional District 0 = EQIP Contracts for Statewide Natural Resource Concerns which can bein any
Congressional District in the state.

Source: FSA Recordset type01, data through 4th quarter FY 2000

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in al its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To fileacomplaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and |ndependence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



