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1 up.
- 2 We'll start on the listening session and
3 ‘basically, the first individual ‘I have here is Jim
4 French, rcocpresenting the Kansas Rural Centérs, so Jim,
5 we'd like to hear your comments.'
6 MR. FRENCH: My .name is Jim French,
7 J-I-M, F-R-E-N-C-H. .I am representing the Kansas Rurﬁi
8 Center, and con behalf of Kansas Rural Center, I want to
4 thank the Kansas Naticonal-Rescurces and Cbnservati&n-
10 Service for Lhis opportunity to provide comment on the
11 propecsed rules of tﬁe Conservation Security Program as
12 autherized by the 2002 Farm Bill. Our organization
13 firmly believes that this landmark legislation has the
14 potential To provide grean snvironmental benefits te
15 the American public, reward and enhance good
14 stewardship of the land, and provide a basis for farm
17 suppecrts that will ndt disteort either trade or
18 preductioen.,
19 ~ As anvisioned by those who drafted the
20 legislaticon, CS5P reﬁ:esents a neaw direction in farm
21 suppeorts. A direction where the American public
22 invests in tThe well-heing of the land and 'its bhest
23 stewardeg, We want o acknowledge the good news that
21 the omnibus spending bill in Cengress now, and I guess
25 “I can chenges it from "may" te "has” restorsd C5P to.

..L
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full funding and entitlement status. This
appropriations bill could restore $3 million in full
entitlement teo the program. KRC fully supports this
measure and urges USDA to approach CSP as a nationwide
settlement program when and if full funding occdrs,
either now or in the subseguent years.

We also applaud this first step of issuing
proposed rules. We hope this process will be timely
and that after reﬁision, the: program will be structured
in full accord with the letter and spirit of the
lenguage authcrized in the 2002 legislation.

Yowever, with this said, Kansas Rural Center
has several reservations about key portions ofrﬁhe
proposed rules as issued by USDA in early January lst,
under Sectiocn 1470.5, enrollment. The proposed rule
limits implementaticn to ksy watersheds. First, we
want to emphasize that we oppose limiting
implementation of the program in this manner, proposecd
limiting im@lementation of this program. The ihtent of
the authcrizaﬁion was to have nationwide implé%entation
and avalilabllity to all qualified Zarmers and ranchers.
Howevar, in 2004, implementaticn is to be on a priority
watershed basis. The selcecction criceria shoulﬁ be

hoosing, open for comment.

0
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clear, and the process for

Next, we objegt no L}
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tringent reéguirements
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potential participants must meet in order to enroll.
Under the tier eligibility rules, applicants must have
already met stringent nonrenting resustainable levels
before enrocllment. The original intent of CSP was to
not only reward those who have conservation practiﬁes
in placé but to previde incentives for others to move
towards 501l and water guality goals.

For example, Tier 3 in the proposed rules

regs an already established resource management

H

i
s

egu
system belore enrdllment. The coriginal language calls
for the establishment of a whole farm plan. We believe
that a reascnable period of implemen:ation, possibly

3 years, should be allowed. Tn a like manner, the
lower tiers should be gesared to alleow producers to
implement the targeted resources cf concern during the
initiél period o¢f the contract. In all cases, we feel
like ﬁh@ bar i1s set so high, the majority of producers
will be discouraged from aprlying. 1In the words of
Secretary Veneman,; we should try to reward the best and
motivate the reétﬁ

OQur next area <¢f concern focuses on payments.

In the original legisiation passed into law, CS5P would

i

provide participants with one base payment; two,-
conservaticn cost share up te 75 percent for

establishment of new practices and maintenance of

[
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1 established practicesa,and three, enhancad payments £for -
2 such things as exceptional perfdrmance, entering local
3 resource concerned; an& monitoring and research.

1 Under the proposed rules, base payments are

5 set at .5 to 1.5 percent of local rent rates. In an'

& area where rental ratés for crop grounds, for example;
7 are $50 per acre, this would translate to 25 to 75

8 cents per acre. First this incentive would nct cover a
4 producer’'s time for management pEperwork. Secondly,

10 the size of incentive would be linked o scale of

11 operation. The legal intent of CSP was to formulate. a
12 farm program neutral to size and geared toward

13 implementétion. The cost share Zormulas run equally

14 counter to the authorized program. The rules proposed
15 a péltry 5 percent cost share :;te. This share

16 | represents only a tiny fraction of what is available in
17 other fedsral programs. One quders if the intent of
18 the rule is primarily to discourage participation.
19 Overall, the payment propovsals do not sven come close
20 to & scrious attempr to provide incentives for
27 stewardsiips and cxcepticnal environmental performance
22 as envisicned by the congressional legislation.
23 ”Kansas Rural Center is also very dqncerned
24 that there 1s nc menticn in the proposed rule on
25 enhancemant payments ﬁcncerning resource conserving,

. OWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES |
P.C. Zox 1382, Salina, Kansas 67402—1362 785-825-6663
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1 crop rotations, managed rotational grazing, and

2 conservation buffers. Sustainable farming and ranching
3 rely high on these practices and they’'re specifiéd in

4 the law and should be reinstated in the proposed rule.
5 The Conservation Security Program is set up

6 to operate under 10 or S-year contracts that can be

7 renewed at the end of a contract pericd. We feel . &
8 strengly that the rule on contract renewals must returﬁ'
9 To the language authorized by-the law. A proposed rule
10 te praovide for coﬁtract renewals —-- the proposed rule
1z now falls to provide for contract zenewals. This

12 changes the letter and intent of the law and is not

13 acceptable, and this would be under Sections 1470.2 (a)

T ag through (d) and 1470.2(a} (1) .

15 In the spirit of practical realism, we

16 understand that funding and the dictates of a learning
17 CUrve may mean that the 2004 program is implemented in
18 pilot fashion. However, :hét cdoes net excuse writing
18 the rules that discourage participatioﬁ or change the
20 letter and spirit of the law as passed by Congress. We
21 strongly urge that whatever scoepe the 2004

22 impléhentation'has, the rules should fully reflect a
23 fermula that allews us to accemplish several broad
24 goals.
25 First, =he program shoula allow us to learn |

OWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES
P.O. Rox 1362, Salina, Kamsas 67402-13€2 TB5-B25-€665

'f.




. 02/26/04 THU 15:47 FAX 7858234540 USDA-NRCS ES SO mﬁ&,
45
1 and reward those farmers and ranchers that are doing a.
2 good job in stewarding our nation's soil, air, water
3 and wildlife resources. Secondly, the program should
4 be structured in a way‘that it wiii attract and provid%
5 incentives for all producers £o enter the program. |
& Finally, the rulesz and initial ilmplementation should
7 plan for success. This landmark legislation deserves
8 nothing less.. It represents an investment in farm )
5 supports that will provide widespread.public good as
10 well as the ensured productivity of our working
-
i1 landscapes for the long-term fulture.
12 Thank yvou for Lhis opportunity to address you
13 today. o
14 | MR. KLAEGE: Thank vou, Jim, for vyour
15 comments. It will be entered into the record. The -
- - &
16 next ene on the list is Ernie Schlatter from Smith f
17 .County Conservation. )
18 Ernie, the mic's yours
za MR. BSCHLATTER: I don't knew 1f I can
20 follew tha dlast gentleman's tracks, but I'm Ernie
21 Schlatter freom Smitthenter, Lebanon area, representi
2z the Smith County S$¢il Conservation District. Also, Il:E
23 a wheat conmmissioner, and I'm alsc a co-chairman of thé
24 National Resource Committee with my co—partnér, Ron E
25 Brown. )

OWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & BSSOCIATES
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I want to talk & little bit about the CSP t

& .
payments. OCriginally, they were set aside in the 2002,

Farm Bill and at that time it was a reward for the best

conservation te those producers. In a way, it was to
reaimburse money incentives To be a signup to get away

from the world trade crder, and somehow, this program

has never been implemented, and now with the disaster
monay coming out ¢f it, T think, if I'm correct, about

53 billion, there was Lo be no new money brought out ag

that time, so they tapped into this CSP monegy and now,
rather than being fair and eguitable to all of us, it B
was understood at first we would all be eligible, and §
now they're Largeting te certain areas, like
watersheds.

Now, I'm not ebhjectionable te¢ that, but i1f

they take care of those, I would appreciate if they

; 4
come back and take care of the rest of us. Just like '

my farm, I've got my own eguipment, I probably would

i
rank, I wguld suppose, in that Tier 2. I built miles ¥

l terraces with pipe in them, a

- = 1~ - 1T
and miles ¢ varall

1

sediment centrel structurs. This winter, J've been

addressing range land, I've cleaned out five ponds, and

trying to improve the guality of water for the range

land management. Also, taking carz cf a kot of krush
e .

centrol, hedge, locust, and 50 -conservation is kind of

OWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES 'i,
P.0, Box 1362, Salina, Kansas 6740Z-1364 785-825-6665
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1 a hobby for me, I enjoy it, and I've got my own -~
2. equipment. And I know that not everybocdy can iﬁpleme:
3 the structures I have, but I would hope that if I'm nog§
4 one of these arevas, that I would get fewarded‘fbr‘the;'
3 work I've done. T've built wind breaks te enhance f
3 wildiife and it's not == most every year, there's
7 aiways somebody comes along and wanis to take up part
8 of my time to go see a field where I've put parallel t
9 terraces and pipe and pass on ideas to other producars%
10 and I was the first one In my coun:iy to put tiled
11 terraces in. And the first guy said it won't work, an
12 now he's building them all.
13 And so0 I think I've carried on good
:14 conservation and I think with this program, I don't
15 feel right that if you were in an area and you may no
16 be doing the best job, you're going to get rewafded,
17 and here's a guy cutside Lhe area that's not going to
18 get compensated at all. I don't fecl that that's fair
19 and equitable to those whc are not in these outlying
20 areag, and I wantsd Lo view my comments today.
21 And I Qnow Harcld made it around to every
z2 district a yrar &¢o and we discussed CSP and what he
23 said a year age, I'm not golng to repeat because it's
24 went by the wayside, so we've got new regulalbions in 5
25 2004, and 1 den't know how you wou.d choose what- k

OWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES
P.0. Bex 1362, Salins, Kansas 67402-1362 “785—825—6665
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watersheds will get the funding, whether it be by the :
state or the national. I happen to be in the Waconda j
drainage area, and if I'm in, fine, if not, I'll bemouﬁ
totally, but I'1l keep on building. ‘

I want to thank youw for having the
opportunity te speak here for public comments, and &
thank you. f[-

MR. KLAEGE: Thank you, Ernie. I

haven't made avery county. .

Rich Oberwall (sp), you called in early?

Next one then would be Greg Stephens, Kansas§
National Farmers Organization.

MR. STEPHENS: Thank vou. I'm Greg 7{

Stephens, G-R-E~G, ES~T-E-P-H-L-N-S5. T live in Salina.
T'm executive director for Kansas Senate Vote, which if
2 general farm organization that serves as & marketing
agent for producers across the state. We've monitoredg_
and been involved with the development cof the
Conservation Security Program provisions, and thank you
for ths opportunfiy to present testimony on behalf ofl
CSP, and my remarks are brief, but there are four area

that we are concerned aboul.

We've bean disappeinted with the delays in
changes that sesem to have occurred with the

legislation, but we understand the process thalt's

OWENS,‘BRAKE, POWERS & AS3ZQCIATES . .
P.O. Rox 1362, Salina, Kansas 67402-1362 785-825-6665
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1 "involved, and hope that these hearings will reinforce 1%
e 2 the support that exists f[or some of the initial !
3 provisions that have been -- we've been talking aboué
4 for quite a while. The four areas that we have
5 concerns aboul are that, and they've been mentioned
6 previously by the previous Lwo speakers, but we're
gl concerned that the program will be limited and no
8 longer a national program,
9 T think there, and I did hear some of the [
10 remarks earlier in regard to some of the justificationi
[
11 for it, but our initial support for the Conservation -,
12 Security Program was based on a program that encourag"a
13 and rewaraed producer practices across a wide area, and
14 it is possible, we think, that a nationwide program, as
15 the law intended, can s5till remain in force and the
16 selection can take place, not unlike we do grénts and
17 | different things like that. 3¢ that's the first *+
18 _concern we have.
19 Second, we are not suppeortive of any rules
20 LhatT require participants to have extensive
21 conservation levels and measures in place pfior to
22 enrclling 1in the program. We hope that this would be
23 an incentive tec encourage pecple te Lake those steps 7
24 and rot limit new oppertunities for producers that
25 ‘would want Te be metivated tce become more involved in

. - ' CWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES g
= P.O. Box 1362, 3alina, Xansas 67402-1362 785—825~6665t
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1 conservation.
2 | Third, the proposed payment base, we feel, .if
3 shoﬁld have more incentives in it. Especially, we
4 liked the idéa cf giving incentives to beginning
5 fafmers at a hiéhe: rate. That's a really good time ,
6 plant the seed of conservation and to develop a '
7 life-long sustaining conservation practice, and also,
8 to reward new farmers and encourage new farmefs to get
9 started. _'
e NRCE has, with some of the econemic
11 development programs that you've'been involved in, I
12 think this fits intc that nicely and hope that you
13 would consider offering beginning farmers a greater
14 incentive.
.15 Third, we would like to see Lerms like
16 diversified conservation cropping pfac:ices.included,
17 'bufﬁers and rotatlional gfazing SYySTems as acdeptable
18 practices, and finally, we would like to see the
19 program aliow for contrgct renewals. What we would
20 hove would not happen wégld be that we start a progra ]
21 and while we realize tha: there are, you knqw, the
22 political reality exists out here, we hope that we t
‘ 23 won't start a program that falls so far short that L
24 we're always behind in‘tf?ing to reach some of the
25 goals thet this program szt forth, In a visionary way

[y7]
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’ i- actually,’for censervation, for producers. I think it '
2 really generated optimism and new hope for a lot of
3 people, so I would like to see us stay, we would like
A to see us stay as close as we can to the original
5 intent of the pregram and not develop rules that 1imi
6 that so that we have to go backX in and work with.this
7 oh a continuing basis.
8 So those are my comments and thank you very
9 much for your assistance in trying to make these thingg
10 happen. We williprobably have some other comments thaf
11 we'll include in writing later, too. Thank you. | g
12 ’ MR. KLAEGE: Thank you, Mr. Stephens.
13 Thank you fecr your comments, and if you do have ‘f
14 additional comments, you can send these in at a later
13 date.
18 ' The next on the list is Jlm Duggan, if you'd
17 like to come up and make your comments, sir.
18 MR. DUGGAN: My name is Jim Duggan, I'm
19 a farmer and rancher. I farm and ranch with my 1
20 brother. We've been in no. Lill fer 10 years. Before !
21 that, farming 30 years pbefore that. '
22 What prempted me toc make comments today is
23 I've been folléwing this Conservation Security Progra
24 from-the beginning, and I Lhink it's a Jandmark golde
23 opportunity for us as farmers anc ranchers to address g

- OWLNS, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES -
P.O. RBox 1362,.5alina, Kansas 67402-1362 785-825-6665
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1 the probleﬁs ¢f environment, environmental concerns in
i our nation, and I first want to say I appreciéte you
3 guys working with us, but I have some real_ccnéerns
4 since this program was put into place in 2002, that waj
5 written into the 2002 Farm Bill. We have no
€ implementation and ne fundiang yet and now 1 hear today'
7 that $41 million is the fotal for-this year's funding.
8 That just confirms why I'm up here today. There has
5 been a concerted effort te de«fund this program from .-
10 day one and I think the people who are doing it know '
11 who I'm talking about. There's been congressional
12 meetings in December con that subject alone and to ‘ *ﬁ
13 de-fund this program. I think this needs to be
1 addresssd because this program is too important to oury
15 country, to our nation, and to our farmers and
16 ranchers, and the amount of good &e can do is
17 tremendous and I'd llke to see the program .implemente?
18 as it was written.
19 B My understanding is it took so0il
20 censervationists in the state of Ibwa 10 years to
21 develop this progrem, sc it hasn't been done lightly or
22 concaived without looking at it. This I got from Tom
23 Harkin, so whét I'd like to see happen, aftér this
24 program 1g éver toda?, I will be ralking to Tom Harkin’
25 | because it was not relatad to me that this wés going to
: " ' +

OWENSE, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES :
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1 be a $41 million program this year. I was under the
2 assumption tﬁat the full funding would be available fq&\
3 people as we enroclled this year. |
4 See, that just confirms whet I'm saying and
5 think you as farmers and ranchers and soil conservati
6 people, we all need to be talking.tb our Congressmen
7 and our sehatcrs and say, hevy, folks, we have the ‘
8 | woney, it's here in hand, now let's take the program
9 and let's make 1t right, because I think ydﬁ guys al
10 ‘the front of the room.know nhow to do it and I think t 
11 one's a% the back of the room know how to do it, and
12 tdgether with the right funding and with a great
13 program, we can rsally make these happen. We can
14 answer the concerns of the general public ¢f this
15 country as fzar as so0il movement, c¢hemical movement,
16 scil erosionm. Those things are all coming on the scena
17 fast for us. |
18 Within 5 years, farmers are going to have Lt
19 address them individually, because they're going to
20 track polluaticn right Eauk ts the source. If your
2% farming practices through your s¢il erosion dumps
22 chemicals and stuff intc the rivers and streams and
.23 lakes, they're going to be talking Lo you. Soil --
| 24 Conservation Segurity Program addresses thatl. :
25 Now, fclks;‘I‘m, as one-pérson, I'm going t%'
2

OWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES
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1 be talking to my Congressmen and Senators today.
2 because [ want-tb know what iz going on. I knrow you
3 guys have to operate within the Eonstraints of the
4 budgeﬁ and do the things that you're told, so I'm going
3 te help things be easier for you.
& Thank you. My name is Jim Duggan,
i D-U-G-G-A=N. Thank vou very much. ‘ 
B MR. KLAEGE: Thank you, Mr. Duggan. The
9 next individual on the list 1ls Herb Bartel. -
1.0 MR. BARTEL: My name is Herb Bartel,
11 B~A~-R-T-E-L, and I'm representing myself. I have a
12 small farm, 400 acres, 340 acres of which I own,
13 60 acres of which is Corps ol Engincering land at the
14 Marion reservolr, administered by the Kansas Department
15 of Wildlife and Parks. I cperaze on the rule of never
16 waitinyg for the government. .
17 I completed a clean water rivers inventory -
18 and was said $250 for that and one of my reguests is
1% | that inventories such as that be considered in lieu of
20 the benchmark inventeory. I a8lso submitted in 20901 a
21 list of projects.to the local conservation district for
22 all three tiers fcr my'farm and have been proceeding on ¥
23 the basis of iﬁplementing thﬁse as my funds allow.
24 : Now, I have 2 specific concern about ”‘
25 excluding public lands. I have a;:eady indicate& my
: 4

L
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1 | ne appeal to conservation practices that are eligible.

I~

Now, those practices, d4s I understand the

L

proposed rule, are determined by the chief and the

4 state conservationist, which tc me mean there's a liét
5 which we don't havé that determines what p;ojects are
] going to be eligible to implement under this program,
7 and what I'm submitting is that at least on my farm,!
8 the practices need to be determined by the land, not a
9 list that comes from Washington. ..
10 As an example, cne of the things I do on my
11 farm, I use the Osage orange hedges as incubatcrs for
12 microbial activity and earthworms so that I can
13 | transfer those Lo my cropland. I'm interested in
14 nutrient management as it relates o soll health, and
15 each person thet I've talked te sc far says that's not :
16 what nutrient management is, but that's what nutrient
17 management i3 to me on my farm. Nutrient ménagement is
18 "sail health. |
13 - 1 want now to make a representation for the
20 Kansas Farmers Union. Kansas Farmsrs Union at their.
o 21 annizal meeting adopts policy statements. Those
22 -1 sltatements are adopted ¢n the basis of each county
23 | representing a delegats. A delegate attends the
24 conference. The policies are discussed and then votgd
25 on bf the delecja‘tes; s¢ in the Kansasz Tarmers Union

OWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & AS3SOCIATES
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policies that I'll be submitting for the record is a

sectieon on sustainability and the numbered first item

program as intended in the act. Thank you. §

Hareld, I want to compliment you on proviéing

full services here for this meeting, including
recording iﬁ;'hearing impaired, I think this is an
excellent opportunity for us in Kansas to get our
positions expressed in Washington. Thank you.

MR. KLAEGE: Thank you, Herb, for your
comments.

Daniel Hall.

is that conservation security should be an entitlement

MR. HALL: I'm going te send mine in in

MR. KLAEGE: VYou're going to pass?

MR. HALL: Yes.

MR. KLAEGLE: You ce&n do both.

Next individual we had was Mr. Parks.

MR. PARKS: Darrell Parks,
D=A-R=-R-Z-L-1, P-A-R-K-S. I'm here representing the
Kanszs Organic Producers. I'm a fz2vmer and I also pm
on. the Riley County Censervation Cistrict Board an

supervisor. I appreciate the hard work that 'has gone

i

into develeping this rulé and the opportunity to voice

.an opinion on a program that from its inception was to

4
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19
20
27
22
23
24

. ranchers take thdl

S

take a systems apprcacgh to the conservation of soil,

water,-air plant andg@gnimal life. 7T especially like

that it rewarded farmdps who had been good stewards but [}

alsc had provisions f£d@r beginning farmers and ones who

had done ery little 'enservation work so far, ' .
fulfillingithe motto: { Reward the best and motivate the .
rest}

am disappjinted that in trying to implement
the prograjf, you havefibecided to begin with just a few
select wat@rsheds feel this program was designed
for produckrs across e nation that want to buckle
dewn and y to solvd ise resource problems that start
on their rms and imiact their neighboers and
ultimately@the whole fountry. As new as this prOgramtl
is and:wi the limitdEion of the CRP-type signups, I
feel Lthe ogram bhO ‘ be made available to all
farmers a ranchers fThe paperwork reguirements, thati
participa must qo . Eough a self-assessment precess
and benchmirk invent to document their cperations'
resource ndition, gl limit participation enough,
and tying Bligibilits Lo watersheds is too restrictive.,
nother_bi}_  chlem with the rules asz I see

it is thadRthe base SEEEmcnt rates and the annual base

—

payment ldfels are ftoc low. FExpecting farmers and

B=nvironment enhancements -- TO

OWENS
1362,

. POWERS & AJbOCLATEQ o
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1 are so low and the pap@work so great that many far
R z will opt not to sign ujMfor what ¢ould have been an

3 extremely valuable profam for national conservatio

4 security.

5 I appreciatefyour allowing me to make these

7 comments and I definit@@y would iike to have it be on a
7. first-come firstvserve-basis, rather than on a -

g8 watershed pricrity basis. Thank you. ?

9 - ME. WLAEEL: Thank you, Mr. Parks. N;xt
190 individual we have is n Brown, representing the o
11 Kansas Association of nservation Districts.

12 MR. BROWE Yeah, Ron Brown, B-R=O-W-§N.
13 I do represent the Con@gervation Issues Committee, the
“14 State Techﬁical Commitjee, and as Trnie said, co~ch@ir
15 of the Natural Progra ormittese for the National

16 Asscciation of Conser ien Districts. My comments jre
17 mostly some concerns t I've overheard and some

18 discussion. |

18 First of allj@when this was announced -- let
20 me back up a second. @ past programs fcr the most

21 part, for us that's b doing good conservation work,
22 has mestly penalizéd for nét being able to enroll a
23 lot of our land becaus@gwe were doing a good job on it.f
24 7 refer back Lo progra such as CRP?. When this was _
25 anncunced i+t looked 11 a heyday. Well, it looks lika}

&

, POWERS & ASSOCIATES _
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trictive

e and thd
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;
nnual base payment allowed for

desircing g cnroil in Tier 1 of the program
: .

mental enhancement projectsfgend
if the total cost is ludicro
5 of many farmers is the regson

lon practices have not heen

just now have the funds to
¥ share percentage.

the law, specifically prov
e conserving crop rotations
ems and censervation buffers
} on chemical dependent no ti
of these other very effect
ems. The ultimate result i;
pe to the large chemical

hs who would gqualify easily

pnt of all trying to keep so

I feel that the proposed
not fcllow the Consgervatio
laid out in the Farm Secur
2002. Participant eligibili
:sheds ag well as the enrclliment
o in Section 1470.6 and 147p.20

too limiting. Also, the balke

L) "
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10

1
by

12
13
14
13

16

17
18
19
20

intent that was ocrigin

it'=s not going toc be CLRET.
Some of the
difference between the

Program, and there iz @ery wide support for this

program and USDA needs @@o go back and look at the

L has become very, very

+

and it is a really innovativ

difficult to underst;ﬁ
farm policy in this coftry and we do need to make %ﬁ
that they do get it right. This pretty much is a
repeat of what's been id several times already, but ]
the proposed rules req@re that all participants meet
the very high criteria prior to enrclling in the X
program. The high bafg ntrance reguirement will f
prevent any producers ¢ have not yet solved the
rescource and environmejial problems from becoming
eligible f[ecr signup, a what I've probably been
hearing louder and cle r than mest anything In our
local fieia offices, a I'm including both district
conservationists and d¥strict managers, we've been &

threough thesc programssbefore, many signups, a lot of

them's been unfruitfulf We already have many, many
field offices overwork, and many fear that mavbe th

signup will require some additional work for nothing,

POWERS & ASSOCIATES
ansas 67402-1362  785-825-6665
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ﬁf a8 priority area de indeed
rn themselves within that, and
ational media that there will

the general public confused

s are real concerned about
fthey're already overloaded for

pbeen through many, many false

. very much.
ur. xLAHSME  Thank you, Ron. At this
st of those who have signed
Fike to add additional comment,'

znd follow the same rules. B

ody want tc comment?
Herb Bartel, B~A-R-T-E~L. !
I found sgq of the deflnitions very restricting. Th

‘

soil quél

in it abewt microbial

it mentfoms organic ma

vary seﬁ% te part of fllle soil and a very integral pa
ol .

. Y b
to restdré the soil, think my general feeling is
that we ne@d some oppofunity mavbas in a discussion
A : "
group oz a% the techn®
ﬁpq

procedure sto de a lot

committee level, some
ire work on these rules, becau
as I've indicated, my Jrst impression was that it

B : - . .
wasn't mucdh more than fdrait.

*@-_
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1 MR. KLAEéE: Thank you. Anybody else
2 for comment? |

3 VMVSeéing né'én else that wants to come up and

4 provide comment, that will end ocur listening sessiop,.

5 Hopefully this thing will work.

él I do want Lo thank everybody for the

7 | opportunity to attend. We have opportunity here, If

) guess, To have additio1%l discussion after this.

9 Again, if you need to get any cif that information, gglj
10 on the back table, Rosie, there's a packe:t back ther;
11 on the 30 guestions that's in the rule, a summary, 59_‘
12 | fact sheets, and information is available on cur web s
13 site, and there Qere subject mafter experts, not me, -

P14 Steve Parkin, our aséis%ant to Lhe program is up he{l X
15 in the back, I have ourEState Resource ConservationiS';
16 Jim Krueger, and our Resource Ceonservationist, Harry ®
17 Conway, that has been involved in some of this.

18 : If yvou have some particular guestions, but f

19 | will tell vyou thalt we don't have anvmore informati on

20 how it's going to operate than really what's in the’

21 proposad :yle. We've." t som@_ideas of how some things]

22 may work, but it's sti open for comment. It isn't a

22 done deél.; We're tryi te get comment on how to do

24 some of this stuff..

Z2 Agaln, :2f you've given vour comments, ycu@may
L

OWENS, BRAKE, POWERS & ASSOCIATES .
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decide you have some moge commehts,-you can please sénélmf
those in, e-mail thosejgn, fax those in, anytime up
until March 2ad. In fa*t, I think it's post marked
March 2nd. I would auggeqt if thev re not real long,
to fax those in or e-mé‘l those in. .

I know I usedfto work at Washington and they

still cook -the mail. 'e mail is still irradiated, and

sometimes takes a whilel to get that in. But we will
send all that mnformaﬁ"n in toda§ that we've received
here today, along withlihe transcript. I'll open it up
for any gquick questionsébefore we -- this is just off 7;
the cuff. +
* .

MR. SCHLATTER: Harcld, do you have a
form where each individgal can assess his own
conservation accomplisiments and needs, inventoryf

Does the state have a FORM where each individual can

assess his —-- make his own assessment of his

conservabicon? :

MR. KLAEGE: No. We can go oul righ

now, our district consé?vation can go out and addr
those concerns. It is eing drafted or propoéed that
this process would worlg there would be a web.éite that3
an individmal couid go$Ehrough their process and
determine where they'rqgfat, or a handbook.

MR. SCHLEITZIR: I've got a question. Of

"
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-information that we h in our records, it's based on

that the- p%rtlcular Br has, and then you would
bring ;nkt$at informat] to what you have eon vyour
farm. m ?

~important for us as Individual procucers to make s

all the wWo ?T-c I've done zJ.s winter, cleaning cut pozgg

restoring pits, is it my local conservationist who

needs to Lake the invengory of thls and put 1t in m

file? ? i

i MR. KLAE : We don't need to do tha

for this program yet. 's wailb. Really, this

program is, as designediby NRCS, not based on any

I B

what you feel like . you ailty for and what records
yew =g

The z are a n mber of landowners who may not

Cross our phrcghold ve few times that are good

stewards apd have a lotifot infermation that they're

deing, so that's why itgls proposed that the producer
s . , .
would evalhate themsel s, determine whether they're

eligible, ®nd then bri in the necessary reccrds and

say, okay, here I am, I'm eligible, sign me up, I want

<his monev.

>

MR. SCHLHTTER: Gkay, thank you.

MR. DUGGEN: Den't you think it's

that our individual fagm plans are updated? We did
y T
used To do that, but we do that now, about every vy

X ;
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1 and a half, and we review everything with our soil

W)

conservationist at the ccunty level and we update our ¥, .

3 farm plans to make them more current fo do the things

4 he's talking about, and the things that the rest of usgk s

-

5 to shew that we are making an active effort to really

6 be conservationists as$ell as farmers.

7 MR. KLARSE: ~Right, and I think the

landowner and the NRCS going

8 interaction there is
g over and e;aluate yo#éﬂg?eration and determine what-yo{ﬁ
10 would like to do more or better or improve. That's tifh
11 action of that coordination, that cooperation between®
12 you. : Y
13 © MR
, 14 as individual producerg te do that?
15 MR. £
16 producers,ithose indig@uals, but we don't want tc go
17 through an; write ju§: bﬁnch of conservation pléng ti'
18 get in thefprogram. :j 5 program is to reward those
19 producers bhat are d:¥lﬁ a good siob, Qou know, and the
20 whole thing is that,u'f do a self-assessment, you're
21 deing’a great dob, yodgporing in your records oﬁ bring
22 in some documentation and then you'd be in the progré .
23 . Those people who haveii done anything, you know, ma
24 have to look at some_; Ter things.
23 %ctgélly, *?rprocass, that if you want to
H _ ‘
{
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i e
think about a suite of §onservation programs, N

‘f?

Conservation Security P¥ogram is one that'rewards tho!
who are deing a good jq‘. Maybe who aren't there-c&ﬁ
use EQIP, WHIP, state bulfer programs. We Still_hqﬁe~

to continue to working with preducers to help you
4

achieve your goals. THpse are your gcals, of what.ty

[

of conservation you warg on your land, and (8P

o A gl et s
£ -yl

supposedly would be re:'rding those best

conservationists and majkbe motivating the rest to get

some type of payment ijkhey've been doing

conservation.

Yeah, we're lling to work with you in

updating your plans. @n't want te go through a whole

lot just to put plans the shelves for some

individuals that just #Eink they need the records. The

program's not designed jor that. The program is really

to let yeou do 2 self-afggessment and you're dolng a

great job and we belieg you and we agree with you and

vou ought to be in tha.'rog:am.

Any other cofjents, gquestions? Well, I

Y-

appreciatd:you all com¥g hares today. I do want to

'ry Shaffer, who's our Public

h
LS
8]
5
+n
o
K,
)
t
i
Q
s}
[o 5
*.J
s
14]
W
=
o]

information here, and &Zlgo all of
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to at le listen anwgis've listened and we'llrprovil
those commpnts on in. ; 1
eah, this i_ very controversial subiect

may be up for debate' for-

several yegrs cdown the ad, and I thank you all for

artending.

-
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9 Reporter w1th”‘1 and foithe,-State of Kansas, certJ.fy
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and oral proceedings hed in
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