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690 Acres of Farmland Protected in Kane County

CHAMPAIGN, Ill., Oct. 27, 2003—Officials gathered today at the Kane County Government Center in Geneva, Illinois to finalize plans to protect nearly 690 acres of farmland in Kaneville Township.  The land preserved today currently belongs to four separate farm families, all of whom have been farming the land for decades.  Preserving private land categorized as prime farmland supports the Bush Administration’s efforts of maintaining the high quality of life in Kane County and across America.

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Chief Bruce Knight and Kane County officials signed the final agreements today.   The NRCS contributed $1,404,650 from the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program toward the purchase of the land.   The NRCS funding, joined with funds from Kane County, will be used to purchase easements on the land.  "Once protected by conservation easements, this valuable and productive farmland will be shielded from development pressure and urban sprawl forever," Knight explained.

Congressman Dennis Hastert said, "These farms are productive, working farms that are intertwined with 
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established open space areas and Forest Preserve Districts."  Two of the farms have creeks that run through them and all support valuable wildlife habitat that neither the County nor the landowners want to lose.

"Kane County lies close to a growing and expanding Chicagoland but still has a significant amount of farmland and agriculture," said Knight. "The reality of expanding industrial development and construction of more residential sites in the area is undeniable.  Today, four private landowners, NRCS, and the County of Kane have made a commitment that these farms will always be what they are today," Knight concluded.

The NRCS funds used to purchase these easements are made possible through the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program, a national program of the 2002 Farm Bill. This is the second year Kane County landowners have been willing to make such a commitment. Last year, NRCS provided $1.3 million to protect more than 750 acres.  "Kane County is growing and expanding," said Hastert, "and this program was created to preserve existing farmland and maintain the environment and quality of life that makes Kane County what it is."

For more information on the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program or other NRCS conservation solutions for your community, visit www.il.nrcs.usda.gov.
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