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SUBJECT:
PER - Ethics Determination – [Museum Membership]
TO:

[Political Appointee]





File Code:  360-16-11
[Title]
Natural Resources Conservation Service
This concerns the offer of a complimentary membership to the [xxxxxx Museum].  In a letter dated [December 2003], [xxxxxx, Museum’s Membership Director,] stated that the free membership comes to you compliments of Museum trustee [xxxxxxxx], who is also chairman of the [National Foundation related to Natural Resources and the Environment].  The museum which is located in [City, ST] offers several types of memberships ranging in face value from Associate Membership for $35, to Patron for $250.  .
ETHICS DETERMINATION:  Neither you nor NRCS may accept the offered membership.

DISCUSSION
The complimentary membership is a gift extended at the request of [Museum Chairman].  You, personally, may not accept this gift because the value exceeds $20 and the Foundation is a prohibited source.
USDA regulations governing use of the Secretary’s gift acceptance authority also prohibit NRCS (the Agency) from accepting the gift.  The rules specifically prohibit NRCS from accepting such a gift from the Foundation given its relationship to [NRE agency] because it is in the same Natural Resources and Environment mission area.  [Departmental Regulation (DR) 5200-3.]  
The attached letter was prepared for your signature to thank the Museum and return the gift.  If you have any questions about this determination or the proposed reply to the Museum, please let me know or contact [Director, NRCS Ethics Office] on (xxx) xxx-xxxx.
P. DWIGHT HOLMAN

Designated Ethics Official
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