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Letter to [Contractor]
[July 16, 2006]

SUBJECT:  NRCS Participation in Media Interviews
Your colleague, [xxxxx]  indicated that your company, [Xxxxxx (XXX)] would like to refer reporters to [Employee’s Name], an NRCS employee assigned to our National Cartography and Geospatial Center in Ft. Worth, TX.  She also advised that [XXX]'s objective is to receive NRCS clearance to provide a customer reference to reporters if they request. Your interest is in NRCS experience with [specific technology used for Center application].  

 

REPLY
· NRCS cannot give [XXX] approval to refer reporters to an NRCS employee to endorse [technology] or any other of your company's products.  NRCS and its employees are prohibited from endorsing or appearing to endorse [XXX] or your products.  There is a general prohibition against an employee using his or her official title, position, or authority to endorse any product, service or enterprise or the appearance of endorsement or government sanction.   See the Standards of Ethical Conduct for Employees of the Executive Branch 5 CFR 2635.702(b) and (c).  For your convenience, I have attached a copy of that section of the regulation.  

· Anything [XXX] does with regard to media must preclude any implied endorsement of a vendor product by NRCS.  However, [XXX] is permitted to list NRCS in any past performance write-ups to indicate their capabilities.

The following information will assist you if you have follow-up questions or concerns:

· For questions you wish to have addressed by NRCS' National Cartography and Geospatial Center, please contact the Center's Director [Director] at xxx.xxx-xxxx (i.e, not to [Employee} directly).   

· If you want information about how NRCS handles public relations regarding improved efficiencies of Government, please contact [Name], Director, Legislative and Public Affairs Division, at .202-720-3210  

· If you wish additional information about the ethics rules, I can be reached at (301) 504-2207.

Thank you for your interest in NRCS.  

/s/

CARYL J. BUTCHER

NRCS Ethics Officer
