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SUBJECT:  Ride-Sharing to Attend the Annual Meeting of XXXX Directors 
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________________________________________________________________________
QUESTION:  The incoming question related to whether it would be appropriate for NRCS to accept non-Federal travel assistance in the form of XXXX Directors providing transportation to the District Conservationists (DCs) to attend the Annual Meeting of XXXX..   

BACKGROUND
Annually the state’s DCs accompany the XXXX District Directors to this meeting riding with the District Directors in their Privately Owned Vehicles (POV's).  NRCS works closely with the XXXX in every county of the state in providing conservation to our customers and we have encouraged our DCs to go to this meeting annually to promote partnership and good will. 

GUIDANCE

There may be situations where an NRCS employee chooses to ride to the meeting with an XXXX member.  However, in general, the State Ethics Advisor should not plan to receive ethics approval to accept the non-Federal travel assistance in such cases.  Instead, the NRCS employee should claim reimbursement at the rate appropriate for when an employee has opted to use a POV versus an available Government vehicle; and then reimburse the XXXX member accordingly.  The ride/travel assistance is then paid for so it is no longer a gift.
Related Topics:
· 1353 to Attend the XXXX Directors Meeting

· Travel Assistance in Connection with Annual Meeting of XXXX Directors

