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\Volunteers are an
important part of NRCS’
workforce!

USDA N RCS

Unlted States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service July 2004

Earth Team volunteers are
valuable assets to the NRCS
mission

Who can be an Earth Team volunteer?

* Earth Team volunteers must be at least 14 years old.

* Although volunteers do not have to be U.S. citizens, NRCS Interna-
tional Programs Division must clear all non-citizens in order for them
to become Earth Team volunteers.

» Anyone meeting the requirements volunteers stated in the USDA,
NRCS General Manual can be an Earth Team volunteer.

* NRCS or other government employees may be Earth Team volun-
teers.

What is a volunteer?

\olunteers are individuals who give their time, talents, and abilities
to a cause they believe in without pay. NRCS employees and RC&D
council and conservation district employees MAY serve as Earth
Team volunteers; however, their activities must always be voluntary
and clearly beyond or apart from the work they were hired, elected,
or appointed to do. Examples:

» Melissa, an lowa purchasing agent, volunteers to assist with an
RC&D weekend project. Her working time can be counted as Earth
Team volunteer time.

» Norm, a district conservationist in Missouri, attends regular evening
and weekend meetings to discuss conservation issues. Norm cannot
count time spent on these activities as volunteer time, because they
are a part of his regular duties.

* Reggie, RC&D board member in Colorado, cannot credit his
RC&D duties and meeting attendance as Earth Team volunteer time.
« Julie, a conservation district supervisor in Arizona, assists the local
field office by serving as the volunteer coordinator. Since the volun-
teer coordinator position is not part of her paid duties, the time she
serves as a coordinator can be counted as Earth Team volunteer time.
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Can relatives of NRCS employees serve as Earth Team

volunteers?

Good judgment and discretion should be used when relatives of NRCS
employees volunteer in order to avoid a conflict of interest. For example,
an Earth Team volunteer is asked by a district conservationist to plant
trees for a wind break on his farm.

Examples of legitimate use of relatives of NRCS employees as Earth
Team volunteers --

* The State conservationist’s wife works in the office one day a week to
assist the public affairs specialist. She is eligible to be an Earth Team
volunteer.

* Kathleen is an area conservationist in Montana. Kathleen occasionally
brings her 14-year old son and 16-year old daughter into the office
occasionally to assist with photocopying and mailing. Kathleen’s two
children are eligible to be Earth Team volunteers.

* The local NRCS district office is moving and several staff members as
well as their family members work on a weekend to complete the move.
The family members are eligible to be Earth Team volunteers.

Do not sign-up individuals as Earth Team volunteers who
have told you that they:

* perform duties they are elected, hired, or appointed to perform.

* join the Earth Team solely for protection under Worker’s Compensation
and tort liability coverage without contributing to the NRCS mission.

* look for assistance to pay for travel or meals in performance of their
job.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternate means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
the USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer.



