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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY FOR:  May 11, 1998

NRCS, Office of Legislative Affairs
Room 5121 South Agriculture Bldg.
(202) 720-2771
For additional information contact:
Tia Young
Douglas E. Williams
Douglas J. McKalip
=============================================================

LAST WEEK:

ANIMAL WASTE SUMMIT - On Tuesday, May 5, Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA),
Secretary Dan Glickman, and EPA Administrator Carol Browner participated in a national
summit on animal waste issues.  Senator Harkin stated that regulation was needed due to
the structural changes in the agriculture industry in order to level the national playing field
for animal feeding operations.  Secretary Glickman underlined the efforts already underway
in the Department to address the problem and indicated that the duties of regulation may be
incompatible with its current role of providing technical assistance.  Administrator Browner
said that she appreciates the economic value of agriculture to the nation and wishes to
clarify expectations for farmers.  For more information see attached.

======================================================

THIS WEEK:

NRCS’ SMALL WATERSHED PROGRAM - Water Resources and Environment
Subcommittee (Chairman Boehlert, R-NY) of House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee will hold a hearing on the NRCS’ Small Watershed Program and proposed
projects.

May 12 2:00 PM 2167 Rayburn Bldg.
Larry Clark

SAN FRANCISCO BAY DELTA AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN - Water and
Power Resources Subcommittee (Chairman Doolittle, R-Calif.) of House Resources
Committee will hold an oversight hearing on the California Federal Bay Delta Program
(CALFED), designed to improve ecological health and water management in the San
Francisco bay delta area.  The hearing will focus on financing, California’s water supply,
CALFED’s efforts to work with other state and federal programs, and stakeholder input in
the CALFED process.

May 12 1:00 PM 1334 Longworth Bldg.
Witnesses TBA
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EPA REGULATIONS ON ANIMAL WASTE MANAGEMENT - The Forestry,
Resource Conservation, and Research Subcommittee (Chairman Larry Combest R-TX) and
the Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Subcommittee (Chairman Richard Pombo R-CA) of the
House Agriculture Committee will hold a joint hearing on how Environmental Protection
Agency regulations on concentrated animal feeding operations may affect small operators.

May 13 10:00 a.m. 1300 Longworth Bldg.
Craig Cox

USDA YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE - The Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry
Committee (Chairman Richard Lugar, R-Indiana) will hold a hearing to review USDA’s
information technology systems to ensure year 2000 compliance.

May 14 9:00 a.m. 328A Russell Bldg.
Witnesses TBA

============================================================

LOOKING AHEAD:

(Nothing to report at this time)

============================================================
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The  Animal Waste Summit
   Hosted by the Honorable Senator Tom Harkin

 May 5, 1998

Attendance:  Senator Harkin, Secretary Glickman, Administrator Browner (EPA), Deputy
Secretary Rominger, Undersecretary Lyons, Acting Deputy Undersecretary of Ag. Craig
Cox, Assistant Administrator for Water Perciasepe (EPA), Fee Busby (NRCS Special
Assistant to the Chief)  Livestock Industry Reps., Environmental Reps., State Officials

Summary:  The Summit was well-attended with both the morning and afternoon sessions
filled to capacity. Senator Harkin began by stating that he believes the cause of the public
concern is based on the reports of animal waste contamination around the country.  He
attributed the increases in contamination to the change in the structure of agriculture,
including the increased concentration of livestock and the consequent overburdening of the
environment’s ability to assimilate the byproducts.  He said that a national standard for
managing animal waste was needed to “level the playing field”.  He supported a joint
USDA/EPA strategy for dealing with animal waste including setting standards and
developing enforcement mechanisms.  He went on to say he appreciates the roles of each
Department, with USDA as promoter of agriculture and EPA as regulator.  He said that we
can have a market-driven environmental policy or we can decide what kind of environment
that we want first.  He said that the trust and privacy of producers needs to be maintained.

Secretary Glickman stated that the issue of excess animal waste was perhaps the biggest
issue facing agriculture today.  He said that he is not only concerned with the quality of the
environment and human health but also the economic viability of livestock production in
this country.  He sees USDA’s role as threefold:  providing technical and financial
assistance to farmers; researching cost-effective solutions; and going forward as equal
partners with EPA.  He said that producers are the solution and that he has supported
voluntary incentives to achieve environmental goals.  Noting that only one EQIP
application in three was funded last year, he said that the President had requested an
additional $100 million for EQIP next year which highlights the distinction between EPA
and USDA, that EPA is regulatory and USDA is not.  He then pointed out that USDA is
uniquely  positioned to deal with the problem, having more offices than the rest of the
government combined.

Administrator Browner stated that she has a deep appreciation for the relationship that
NRCS has with farmers and that she wants to help strengthen it.  She went on to describe
the problem saying that  one third of all streams in the US do not meet Clean Water Act
requirements and that an estimated 20% of all impaired river miles were due to animal
waste.  She pointed out that 1.37 billion tons of animal waste is produced each year in the
US which is 100 times the amount of human waste.  She then listed eight goals:  1.  build
on the stewardship of farmers; 2.  clarify expectations for farmers; 3.  enhance current
approaches of NRCS and EPA; 4.  support locally-led watershed projects; 5.  focus
research dollars; 6.  embrace industry efforts; 7.  rely on USDA NRCS’ technical
relationship with agriculture; and 8.  enhance regulatory tools.  She said she hoped the EPA
strategy, which was released in draft form in April, can be finalized.
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There was a panel discussion led by Senator Harkin with Undersecretary Lyons and Mr.
Perciasepe of the EPA.  Also included was a panel of twelve representatives of various
sectors of agribusiness, environmental and farming perspectives.  This was followed by an
audience discussion in the afternoon initiated by one researcher and representatives of
NRCS and EPA.  Topics covered a broad range of issues and provided for good dialogue
on animal waste management concerns.


