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LAST WEEK:

HOUSE AND SENATE PASS SEPARATE EMERGENCY
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONSBILLS-

Last week, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 3579, a bill making emergency
supplemental appropriations for Fiscal Year 1998. H.R. 3579 contains $65 million for the
Emergency Watershed Program (EWP). The bill offsets spending with afew major
government cuts that are not related to agriculture. Meanwhile, the Senate passed

H.R. 3579 aswell, but inserted the amended text of S. 1768. Aswas reported in last
weeks summary, S. 1768 contains $50 million for EWP. No offsets or rescissions are
included that are directly related to NRCS activities.

MANAGEMENT OF ANIMAL WASTE - On Thursday, the Senate Agriculture,
Nutrition and Forestry Committee held a hearing on legidation, S. 1323, that would
change nationa standards governing the management of animal waste. Chairman Richard
Lugar (R-IN) chaired the hearing. The Committee first heard testimony from Governor
Parris Glendening of the State of Maryland. The Governor said that his State was taking
aggressive steps to combat health risks that result from excessive nutrients in waterbodies.
He cited the situation last year in the Pocomoke River as an example of the public health
risksthat exist. He said that assistance from USDA was making a difference and noted the
CREP program as a useful tool to prevent runoff of nutrientsinto the Chesapeake
watershed.

Representatives at the hearing, were Assistant Administrator of EPA, Robert
Perciasepe, and Craig Cox from USDA. Both cited the President’s Clean Water Action
Plan as afocd point of the effort to minimize the environmental impact of animal feeding
operations (AFOs). Craig Cox specifically cited studies performed by NRCS as
demonstrating the potential for nutrient loading in many areas of the nation. He stated that
the key isto provide producers with the technical assistance and planning to minimize
nutrient runoff. He also cited the EQIP program as a prime tool to address the situation.
He also raised several concerns with S. 1323, including the provision that placed USDA as
the primary enforcer of AFO regulations. He also stated that a large workload would result
from implementing the bill.

The bill’ s sponsor, Sen. Tom Harkin (D-1A) presented several national maps on
phosphorus and nitrogen levels prepared by NRCS. He underscored the point that
something needs to be done at the national level to address AFO issues. He said that a
national minimum standard is needed to serve as a base god for states to achieve, but said
that he a so recognized that some states could pass more stringent regulations if they chose.
He stated that he recognized that placing NRCS in an enforcement role might be
problematic, and that he would be willing to further work on that provision of the
legidation asit is further developed. He did disagree, however, on the point that the
workload presented by the legidation istoo great for NRCSto handle. He cited the debate



in 1985 regarding conservation compliance as an example of atask that the agency was able
to accomplish. Craig Cox responded by stating that he too believes NRCS can tackle nearly
any task if presented a challenge, but also stated that implementing the provisions of
S. 1323 would mean letting other activities wane. Senator Pat Roberts, (R-KS) stated that
he felt the debate on the effects of animal waste would become frivolous in due time,
because government regulation that is being considered will eventually force producers to
relocate in Mexico.

Other witnesses at the hearing included Jim Mosley of the National Pork Producers
Council; Susan Savage, Mayor of Tulsa Oklahoma; and Harry Knobbe of the National
Cattleman’ s Beef Association.

LEGISLATION OF NOTE-
The following bills of significance to NRCS and conservation were recently introduced:

Bill Member Purpose

S. 1896 McConnell (R-KY) Would transfer administrative
jurisdiction over the Land Between
the Lakes to the Secretary of
Agriculture.

THISWEEK:

APRIL RECESS -
Congress will continue to be in recess until the week of April 20th.

LOOKING AHEAD:

USDA YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE - The Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry
Committee (Chairman Richard Lugar, R-Indiana) will hold a hearing to review USDA’s
information technology systems to ensure year 2000 compliance.
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