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Customer Profile

The Hopkins Covered Brid?e
Farm owned by David and Helen
Truitt is a 158 acre grain farm
located in Sussex County near
Lewes, Delaware. The farm was
susceptible to development
because of its close proximity to
the rapidrly expanding beach com-
munity of Lewes to the east of the
propert%. Immediately west of the
site is the

permanently protected and histori-
cally si%niﬁcant, Hopkins Covered
Bridge Farm District. The property
also acts as a buffer to expansive
farmland to the west. The neigh-
boring Holokins Covered Bri%?e
Farm is also enrolled in the Nature
Conservancy Program to monitor
and protect endangered species
inhabiting the farm. Purchas-

ing these easements has further
enhanced the species chances for
survival.

Source:

A Report on Delaware Farms Pre-
served with Natural

Resources Conservation Service
Funds - April 10, 1998,

Delaware Agricultural Lands
Preservation Foundation

Farmland Protection Program
Delaware Summary

Overview The USDA Farmland Protection Program (FPP) helps farmers keep
their productive land in agriculture. The program assists States, Tribes, local
governments and non-profit organizations by purchasing conservation ease-
ments for the purpose of limiting conversion to non-agricultural uses. NRCS
provides up to 50% of the easement cost to the cooperating entity, which
acquires, manages, and enforces the easement. Landowners

participate voluntarily, and protected farms remain in private ownership. Ev-
ery protected farm operates under a conservation plan approved by the local
Conservation District. Nationally, over $52 million have been obligated to
state and local entities since establishment of the program in 1996.
Proposals were accepted in 1996, 1997, 1998, and 2001.

Accomplishments In Delaware, nearly $3 million in FPP funds have been
awarded to protect over 8,000 acres of valuable farmland on 18 working
farms. Since the FPP was established in 1996, Delaware programs have
requested over $12.9 million to protect 15, 236 acres on 63 farms.
Applications for funding were received in each of the four years that funds
were available. Proposals are selected through a competitive process to pro-
tect the most strategic farms that will help accomplish FPP and local
land-use goals. The easements also protect entire working farms,
woodlands, wetlands, important natural areas, and cultural resources.

Outlook With interest in effective land-use planning on the rise, purchase of
development rights is increasingly viewed as an effective tool to balance the
demand for new development with the desire to preserve our best farmland,
while meeting the needs of farmers. Because of the increasing development
pressures, funds requested from the FPP have increased each year, with
over $5.7 million requested in 2001.

State Contact:
Paul Petrichenko
FPP Manager

Phone: (302) 678-4180
paul.petrichenko@de.usda
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Farmland Protection
T Program
I Delaware Easements

. I_!' DE. |aware (As of December 2001)

County: Kent

Acres: 5,633

Total Easement Cost:
Dollar Amount: $4,305,116
Average per acre: $764
Federal Payment:

Dollar Amount: $1,673,299
Percentage: 39%

County: New Castle
' Acres: 587

1 Total Easement Cost:
: L Dollar Amount: $1,105,077
. Average per acre: $1,883
. - Federal Payment:
: i Dollar Amount: $442,032

I Gourties with both acquired and pending FIT acreage Percentage:  40%
ountied with aequirad FFP agraage County: Sussex
Acres: 1,906
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2 NR{:S W Total Easement Cost:

Dollar Amount: $1,898,146
Average per acre: $996
Federal Payment:

Dollar Amount: $806,869
Percentage: 43%

Difference in Population betwesn 1990 and 2000
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DELAWARE TOTALS:
Acres: 8,126

Easement Costs:

Dollar Amount: $7,308,339
Average per Acre: $899
Federal Payment:

Dollar Amount: $2,922,200
Percentage: 40%

Changs in Populstion
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, dis-
ability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To
file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




