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Because of the breadth of agricultural 
and forested lands in the Gulf of 
Mexico region, the future health of the 
region’s ecosystem will be decided on 
private lands.  The land area of the fi ve 
states in the Gulf of Mexico region—
Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Texas—encompass more than 
290 million acres.  Importantly, private 
agricultural and forest lands account 
for 86 percent (see chart) of this land 
area of the Gulf of Mexico states.  
Consequently, the management of 
these private agricultural lands has a 
tremendous infl uence on the health of 
the region’s natural resources, including 
the quality and quantity of the water 
that fl ows to the Gulf’s estuaries, as well 
as the health of the Gulf’s fi sheries and 
other wildlife.  Through an incentive-
based, voluntary approach, USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) partners with farmers, 
ranchers, and landowners to sustain 
and enhance natural resources across 
the region.

USDA delivers conservation assistance 
to private landowners through its 
extensive network of public and private 
partnerships that works collaboratively 
with farmers, ranchers, and private 
landowners to plan and install an 
array of measures to address natural 
resource concerns on their operations.  
This network is well suited to provide 
cost-eff ective and timely assistance 
to benefi t the overall Gulf of Mexico 
ecosystem restoration eff ort, including 
agriculture-related nutrient reduction 
and water quality, habitat restoration, 
and bird, fi sh, and wildlife protection. 

Through the conservation programs 
administered by NRCS, USDA is a 
signifi cant contributor to ecosystem 
restoration in the Gulf region.  Over 
seven years, Federal Fiscal Years 2005 
through 2011, NRCS invested over 
$4 billion in technical and fi nancial 
assistance in the fi ve Gulf states to 
help farmers and ranchers improve soil 
health, water quality, restore wetlands, 
and enhance habitat.

USDA’s 
Contributions
to the 
Recovery

and 

Restoration

of the 

Gulf of Mexico
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USDA operates a signifi cant 
conservation delivery infrastructure.  
Alongside strong conservation 
partnerships with state and local 
agencies, profi t and non-profi t 
organizations, USDA has in place in the 
region an extensive fi eld-level force of 
conservation professionals, including 
soil and range conservationists, 
biologists, agronomists, and engineers.  
In just the fi ve Gulf states, for instance, 
NRCS employs 1,970 staff  working out 
of 553 offi  ces (see map) to work with 
farmers and ranchers to plan and install 
conservation on their lands and provide 
technical expertise.  This local fi eld force 
is the agency’s greatest asset and allows 
NRCS to pivot quickly and address 
natural resource issues of regional 
or national priority while taking into 
consideration local needs.

USDA has moved swiftly and 
strategically in the Gulf region to 
accelerate ecosystem recovery in the 
wake of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.  
Since 2010, NRCS has launched two 
landscape-scale conservation initiatives 
to most eff ectively recover natural 
resources injured by the spill.  These 
initiatives are:

• Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative 

(MBHI).  NRCS and its partners 
launched MBHI in June 2010 which 
focused $40 million in migratory 
bird habitat improvements when 
oil was still spilling from the well.  
In close cooperation with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and state 
fi sh and wildlife agencies, NRCS 
initiated a coordinated eff ort with 
farmers and landowners across the 
Gulf region to protect habitat and 
feed birds migrating toward the 
Gulf.  Wildlife experts estimate that 
more than 50 million birds migrate 
through the Gulf of Mexico region 
each fall and spring, and these 
experts feared that signifi cant 
populations of these birds could be 
injured by the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill.  The initiative mobilized 
private landowners to help create 
470,000 acres of shallow wetlands 

and other habitats in a matter of 
months to provide healthy food 
and resting areas for shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and other birds headed 
for the Gulf.

• Gulf of Mexico Initiative (GoMI).  
In December 2011, NRCS launched 
GoMI, an innovative water and 
wildlife conservation initiative, 
which focuses up to $50 million 
over three years in conservation 
assistance to farmers and ranchers 
in priority areas along seven major 
rivers that drain to the Gulf.  All 
fi ve states along the Gulf Coast 
are part of this eff ort (Alabama, 
Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Texas). Many communities and 
cities along these rivers—such as 
Pensacola, Mobile, and Biloxi—will 
benefi t from the cleaner water, 
more abundant wildlife, and 
healthier fi sheries produced by this 
project. 

During FY10, NRCS launched the 
Mississippi River Basin Healthy 
Watersheds Initiative within 13 states.  
Since 2010, USDA has invested over 
$222.5 million to improve water quality 
from agricultural lands in small priority 

watersheds of the Mississippi River 
Basin to help reduce nutrient loads that 
contribute to hypoxic conditions in the 
Gulf of Mexico through this initiative.

In addition, USDA has launched several 
landscape-scale habitat restoration 
initiatives.  Highlights include: 
a) over $17 million in long-leaf pine 
ecosystem restoration practices 
on private lands; b) a Working 
Lands for Wildlife initiative that will 
assist landowners who voluntarily 
create, restore or enhance gopher 
tortoise habitat—increasing habitat 
connectivity, and support potential 
down-listing of the species; and c) 
an Everglades Initiative to improve 
water quality by fi ltering sediments 
and chemicals, increase groundwater 
recharge, protect biological diversity, 
and provide opportunities for 
educational, scientifi c, and limited 
recreational activities.  During 2012, 
USDA closed on a Wetlands Reserve 
Program  easement on land in the 
Everglades that provides protection of 
critical tracts in the dispersal zone for 
the Florida panther, a federally listed 
endangered species. 

Field and Technical Staff  Offi  ce Locations (553) in the Gulf States
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Conservation Beyond Boundaries
Ecosystem recovery in the Gulf of Mexico made possible by private 

landowners in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas
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The Gulf of Mexico Initiative (GoMI) is designed to help producers 
in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas improve water 
quality, enhance fi sh and wildlife habitat, and ensure sustainable 
production of food and fi ber.

MRBI
Through the Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative 

(MRBI) the Natural Resources Conservation Service and our partners 
work with producers and landowners to implement voluntary 
conservation practices that improve water quality, restore wetlands, 
enhance wildlife habitat and sustain agricultural profi tability in small 
priority watersheds of the Mississippi River Basin.

Everglades
Through the Everglades Initiative (EI) the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and our partners work with producers and 
landowners to implement voluntary conservation practices that 
improve water quality, control invasive plant species, benefi t 
wildlife and fi sh habitat and support rural economies in the Florida 
Everglades region.

LLPI
Through the Longleaf Pine Initiative (LLPI), the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and its conservation partners in Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Texas and Virginia are helping private landowners improve 
the sustainability and profi tability of longleaf pine forest ecosystems. 
The following important conservation practices improve the forests’ 
health: forest stand improvement, prescribed burning, restoration 
and management of rare or declining habitats, and tree/shrub 
establishment.

MBHI
The Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative (MBHI) took fl ight during 
the Deepwater Horizon/BP oil spill. This partnership eff ort is one of 
the most popular initiatives in the history of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. Conservation-minded landowners who love 
wildlife off ered more than one million acres for MBHI. More than 
470,000 acres are now enrolled—that’s three times greater than 
anticipated! In fact, funding for the initiative had to be increased to 
$40 million to meet the demand. Participating states are: Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Texas.

WLFW - Gopher Tortoise
Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW) is a partnership initiated in 
2012 between the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to use agency technical expertise 
combined with $33 million in fi nancial assistance from the Wildlife 
Habitat Incentive Program to combat the decline of seven specifi c 
wildlife species whose decline can be reversed and will benefi t other 
species with similar habitat needs.  In the Gulf Coast region, states 
are working to improve the habitat of the gopher tortoise.
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Statistics sources:  Foundation Financial Information System for fi nancial 
assistance dollars obligated.  ProTracts 10/4/2012 for working lands pro-
grams contract and acres.  NEST data for easement agreements and acres 
enrolled.  FY-12 data is provisional.

2012
Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Agreements

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total Acres 

Restored and 

Protected

Alabama 13 $432,064 5,338 1 $37,191 740

 Florida  43 $1,483,203  7,703  1 $9,470  285 

Louisiana 36 $1,638,870 8,246 3 $49,164 2,813 1 $561,544 237

 Mississippi  9 $73,561  350 

Texas 20 $326,897 12,181 4 $64,566 9,423 6 $3,483,375 1,791

Total 121 $3,954,595 33,818 9 $160,391 13,261 7 $4,044,919 2,028

GoMI
Progress Update:  Gulf of Mexico Initiative
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GoMIGulf of Mexico Initiative (GoMI)

The Gulf of Mexico region hosts an amazing array of 
natural treasures—great coral reefs, lagoons, vast 
meadows of sea grass, and more than half the nation’s 
coastal wetlands. If you enjoy seafood, you’ve probably 
tasted some of the Gulf’s bounty. More than 1.3 billion 
pounds of seafood come out of the Gulf each year, out-
producing the south and mid-Atlantic, the Chesapeake 
Bay, and New England, combined, in harvests of fi nfi sh, 
shrimp and shellfi sh. More than 50 percent of all 
recreational fi shing in the U.S. happens along and on the 
Gulf’s waters.

The Gulf of Mexico Initiative (GoMI) is designed to help 
producers in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Texas improve water quality, enhance fi sh and 
wildlife habitat, and ensure sustainable production of 
food and fi ber.

GoMI will deliver up to $50 million in fi nancial and 
easement assistance over 3 years in 16 priority 
watersheds. Assistance will help producers apply 
sustainable agricultural and wildlife habitat 
management systems that maintain agricultural 
productivity; avoid, control, and trap nutrient runoff ; and 
reduce water-borne sediment transport. GoMI also will 
reduce current over-use of water resources and prevent 
saltwater from entering the habitats of many threatened 
and endangered species.

NRCS programs supporting GoMI are the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, Wildlife Habitat Incentive 
Program, Conservation Stewardship Program, Wetlands 
Reserve Program, Grassland Reserve Program, and Farm 
and Ranch Lands Protection Program.

Gulf of Mexico

Map source:
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service
Gulf of Mexico Initiative

Map ID:  12154

USDA NRCS
Resource Assessment 
Division
Washington, DC
September 2012

Seven river basins were identifi ed for 

investments through the Gulf of Mexico 

Initiative:

• Weeks Bay in Alabama
• Escambia River in Alabama and Florida
• Middle Suwannee River area in Florida 
• Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary in Louisiana
• Mermentau Basin in Louisiana
• Jourdan River in Mississippi
• Lower San Antonio River in Texas
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 Reduce the amount of agricultural-related nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and sediment leaving the field;  
 

 Reduce agricultural impacts on water quality; and  
 

 Enhance or maintain wildlife habitat. 

Julio Corte III Farms: 
Protecting Soil and Water 

Alabama 
2012 Success 
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Jay Corte 
Cotton and Peanut Producer  

Baldwin County  

Partners 
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Water Sees No Boundaries 

  

Alabama/Florida 
2012 Success 
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Mike Godwin 
Row Crop Producer 

Partners 
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Florida 
2012 Success  

Gwinn Brothers Farm Grows 
Clean Water 
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Partners 

Donell Gwinn 
Row Crop Producer 
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Less Run-Off and Clean Water 

 Reduce the amount of agricultural-related nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and sediment leaving the field; 
 

 Reduce agricultural impacts on water quality; and  
 

 Enhance or maintain wildlife habitat. 

Louisiana 
2012 Success  
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Eugene Woods 
Lower Delta Soil and Water 

 Conservation District 
Sugarcane Producer 

Assumption Parish, Louisiana 

Partners 
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Christian Richard and  
Water Quality 

Louisiana 
2012 Success  

 Reduce the amount of agricultural-related nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and sediment leaving the field;  
 

 Reduce agricultural impacts on water quality; and  
 

 Enhance or maintain wildlife habitat. 
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Christian Richard 
Rice Farmer, Vermilion Parish, Louisiana 

Partners 
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Mississippi GoMI Partnership 
Measuring Results 

Mississippi 
2012 Success  
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Kay Whittington 
Mississippi Department of  

Environmental Quality 
 

Partners 

Matt Hicks, USGS, checks monitoring device. 



Page  20  | Natural Resource Conservation in the Gulf of Mexico

Helping People Help the Land - Texas

 

The Benefits are Clear Water 

 Reduce nutrient runoff; 
 Improve water quality; 
 Restore and enhance wildlife habitat including food 

sources for threatened and endangered species; 
 Reduce bacteria for improved recreational opportunities; 
 Maintain agricultural productivity using a conservation 

systems approach; and 
 Increase outreach and education on the benefits of 

implementing these practices to land managers and the 
public. 

Texas 
2012 Success 
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Dallas Ford 
Cattle Producer 

Partners 
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Gulf of Mexico

Map source:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service Data
Mississippi River Basin Healthy 
Watersheds  Initiative

Map ID:  12155
USDA NRCS
Resource Assessment Division
Washington, DC
September 2012

MRBI
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MRBIMississippi River Basin 
Healthy Watersheds Initiative (MRBI)

Through the Mississippi River Basin Healthy 
Watersheds Initiative (MRBI) the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
and our partners work with producers 
and landowners to implement voluntary 
conservation practices that improve water 
quality, restore wetlands, enhance wildlife 
habitat and sustain agricultural profi tability 
in small priority watersheds of the 
Mississippi River Basin. 

Known as “America’s River,” the Mississippi 
River is North America’s largest river, 
fl owing over 2,300 miles through America’s 
heartland to the Gulf of Mexico. It is the 
centerpiece of the second largest watershed 
in the world. The watershed not only 
provides drinking water, food, industry, and 
recreation for millions of people, it also

hosts a globally signifi cant migratory fl yway 
and home for over 325 bird species.

NRCS has identifi ed the Mississippi River 
Basin as a top priority due to water quality 
concerns, primarily related to the eff ects of 
nutrient loading on the health of local water 
bodies and, eventually, the Gulf of Mexico.

The 13-state Initiative builds on the 
cooperative work of NRCS and its 
conservation partners within this expansive 
basin, and off ers agricultural producers in 
priority watersheds the opportunity for 
voluntary technical and fi nancial assistance 
to implement conservation on private land.

The participating States are Arkansas, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, 

South Dakota, Tennessee and Wisconsin.
The Initiative builds on the past eff orts 
of producers, NRCS, partners, and other 
State and Federal agencies in the 13-State 
Initiative area by addressing nutrient 
loading in priority small watersheds within 
the Mississippi River Basin.

NRCS invested over $222.5 million from 
2010 - 2012 through the Mississippi River 
Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative to 
improve water quality from agricultural 
lands and help reduce nutrient loads that 
contribute to hypoxic conditions in the Gulf 
of Mexico.  With a goal to invest $320 million 
over four years, NRCS, partners and private 
landowners will also restore habitat and 
protect birds, fi sh and wildlife through the 
Initiative.

Statistics sources:  NEST 2010 (as of 
March 2011) and 2011 (as of April 
2012) data for easement agreements 
and acres enrolled; Foundation 
Financial Information System for 
fi nancial assistance dollars obligated; 
and ProTracts 10/4/2012 for working 
lands programs contract and acres.  
FY-12 data is provisional.

2010
Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP)

Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program 

(WHIP)

Conservation Stewardship Program 

(CSP)

Wetlands Reserve Program/Wetlands 

Reserve Enhancement Program (WRP/

WREP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Agreements

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Acres 

Restored 

and 

Protected

 Louisiana  17 $295,866  3,729  1 $879  3  1 $47,499  1,113 

 Mississippi  123 $4,515,949  33,252  7 $2,902,600  1,037 

 Total  140 $4,811,815  36,981  1 $879  3  1 $47,499  1,113  7 $2,902,600  1,037 

2011
Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP)

Conservation Stewardship Program 

(CSP)

Wetlands Reserve Program/Wetlands 

Reserve Enhancement Program (WRP/

WREP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Agreements

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total Acres 

Restored 

and 

Protected

Louisiana 33 $1,132,160 8,046 3 $5,315 24 6 $320,910 8,643 1 $126,000 90

 Mississippi  136 $8,650,444  22,667  6 $3,342,676  1,016 

Total 169 $9,782,605 30,712 3 $5,315 24 6 $320,910 8,643 7 $3,468,676 1,106

2012
Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP)

Wetlands Reserve Program/Wetlands 

Reserve Enhancement Program (WRP/

WREP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Agreements

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Acres 

Restored 

and 

Protected

Louisiana 19 $511,443 6,978 1 $2,439,720 972

 Mississippi  150 $7,995,181  25,728  1 $5,376,420  2,142 

Total 169 $8,506,624 32,705 2 $7,816,140 3,114

Progress Update:  Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative
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 Improve water quality;  
 Restore wetlands; 
 Enhance wildlife; and  
 Sustain agricultural profitability in the Mississippi River Basin. 

Donald Williams:  Legacy of 
Healthy Land and Clean Water 

Louisiana 
2012 Success 
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 Donald Williams 
Ouachita Parish Producer 

Partners 

Bottomland hardwood forest restoration—early tree cover. 



Page  26  | Natural Resource Conservation in the Gulf of Mexico

 

 Prevent runoff of sediment and nutrients from agricultural 
lands; 
 

 Send cleaner water to Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico; 
and 
 

 Promote healthier riparian and coastal ecosystems. 

Taking Care of the Land 

Mississippi 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Mississippi
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Adron Belk 
Producer 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Mississippi
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Map source:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Everglades Initiative

Map ID:  12438
USDA NRCS
Resource Assessment Division
Washington, DC
September 2012

Gulf of Mexico

Atlantic Ocean

2010 Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Agreements

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total Acres 

Restored 

and 

Protected

Florida 12 $135,769,775 37,584

Total  12 $135,769,775  37,584 

2011 Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Agreements

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total Acres 

Restored 

and 

Protected

Florida 9 $96,350,916 22,879

Total  9 $96,350,916  22,879 

2012
Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Agreements

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total Acres 

Restored and 

Protected

Florida 37 $2,197,145 39,702 10 $46,249,260 18,426

Total  37 $2,197,145  39,702  10 $46,249,260  18,426 

Progress Update:  Everglades Initiative

EI

Statistics sources:  NEST 2010 (as of March 2011) and 
2011 (as of April 2012) data for easement agreements 
and acres enrolled; Foundation Financial Information 
System for fi nancial assistance dollars obligated; and 
ProTracts 10/4/2012 for working lands programs 
contract and acres.  FY-12 data is provisional.
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EIEverglades Initiative (EI)

Through the Everglades Initiative (EI) the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and our partners work with 
producers and landowners to implement 
voluntary conservation practices that 
improve water quality, control invasive 
plant species, benefi t wildlife and fi sh 
habitat and support rural economies in the 
Florida Everglades region.

Through EI during 2012, NRCS added 
additional assistance to improve water 
quality and wildlife habitat through land 
treatment practices, providing technical 
and fi nancial support to help farmers, 
ranchers, and landowners put conservation 
on the ground in the Everglades region.

The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) plays 
a critical role in Everglades conservation. 
WRP is a voluntary easement program in 

which landowners sell their development 
rights voluntarily and place their land in a 
conservation easement that permanently 
maintains that land as agriculture and open 
space. 

The objectives of this initiative are to:
• Improve water quality
• Improve irrigation water management
• Control invasive plant species
• Improve wildlife and fi sh habitat

The Everglades Initiative is being 
implemented by NRCS through the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) and the Wetlands Reserve Program 
(WRP).  Since 2009, USDA has invested 
$373 million to restore and protect more 
than 95,000 acres of wetland habitat in 
Florida’s northern Everglades.
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 Improve water quality;  
 

 Improve water quantity and its timing of distribution; and  
 

 Control invasive plant species. 

Everglades Conservation  

Florida 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Florida
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Dave White, Chief,  
Natural Resources 

Conservation Service 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Florida
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Gulf of Mexico

Atlantic Ocean

Map source:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Farm Service Agency and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service
Longleaf Pine Initiative

Map ID:  11571
USDA NRCS
Resource Assessment Division
Washington, DC
September 2012

LLPI
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LLPILongleaf Pine Initiative (LLPI)

Longleaf pine forests once 
encompassed more than 90 million 
acres of the North American 
landscape. Today, only 3.4 million 
acres remain and yet longleaf pine 
forests represent some of the world’s 
most biologically diverse ecosystems. 
The longleaf pine ecosystem provides 
critical habitat for 29 threatened and 
endangered species.

The Longleaf Pine Initiative began 
when an interdepartmental 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) among USDA, the Department 
of Interior and the Department of 
Defense identifi ed the longleaf pine 
ecosystem as a priority resource 
concern.

As part of the initiative, NRCS and 
its conservation partners in nine 
states are helping private landowners 
improve the sustainability and 
profi tability of longleaf pine forest 
ecosystems. The following important 
conservation practices improve 
the forests’ health: forest stand 
improvement, prescribed burning, 
restoration and management of 
rare or declining habitats, and tree/
shrub establishment. Benefi ts include 
habitat conservation at a landscape 
scale, improved water quality, and 
protection of birds and other wildlife.

NRCS Farm Bill conservation programs 
provide landowners with technical 
and fi nancial assistance to implement 
conservation practices through 
this initiative. States involved in the 
initiative include Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Texas and 
Virginia. Together, NRCS, partners, and 
private landowners will more than 
double the acreage of long leaf pine 
habitat in the United States.

Statistics sources: Foundation Financial 
Information System for fi nancial assistance 
dollars obligated; and ProTracts 10/4/2012 
for working lands programs contract and 
acres.  FY-12 data is provisional.

2010
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program 

(WHIP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Alabama

 Florida  41 $445,883  4,454 

Louisiana 11 $357,431 1,189

 Mississippi  73 $1,160,651  14,886 

Texas 14 $425,615 975

Total 139 $2,389,580 21,504

2011
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program 

(WHIP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Alabama 301 $3,333,307 21,726

 Florida  40 $362,390  3,937 

Louisiana 39 $1,087,536 5,979

 Mississippi  116 $1,053,019  5,555 

Texas 29 $425,853 2,626

Total 525 $6,262,105 39,823

2012
Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Alabama 163 $2,120,196 14,268

 Florida  2 $83,557  2,467 

Louisiana 13 $387,165 2,838

 Mississippi  22 $244,082  1,735 

Total 200 $2,835,000 21,308

Progress Update: 
Longleaf Pine Initiative
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 Protect, restore, or enhance an additional 4.6 million 
acres of longleaf pine ecosystems by 2025; 

 Improve herbaceous understory conditions in longleaf 
pine forests; and  

 Improve habitat conditions in existing longleaf pine 
forests, as well as establish new longleaf pine forests.  

 

Leaving the Land Better 

Alabama 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Alabama
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Dr. Salem Saloom 
South Alabama Forest Landowner 

Partners 

 

Helping People Help the Land - Alabama
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 Restore longleaf pine forests; 
 Manage brush;  
 Control herbaceous weeds; and  
 Manage wildlife habitat. 

 

NEW:  
Longleaf Stewardship Fund 

Florida 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Florida



Natural Resource Conservation in the Gulf of Mexico |  Page  37

 

David O'Neill, Director 
Eastern Partnership Office,  

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Partner 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Florida



Page  38  | Natural Resource Conservation in the Gulf of Mexico

 Manage healthy longleaf pine forests; 
 

 Create habitat for wildlife; and 
 

 Provide many environmental benefits, such as cleaner 
water and air and healthier soil. 

Turkey, Quail, and Deer 

Louisiana 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Louisiana
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Richard Gary Vincent 

Beauregard Parish Landowner 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Louisiana
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 Manage healthy longleaf pine forests; 
 Create habitat for wildlife; and 
 Provide many environmental benefits, such as cleaner 

water and air and healthier soil. 
 

A Tree to Withstand Hurricanes 

Mississippi 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Mississippi
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Lane Kimbrough 
NRCS Soil Conservationist 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Mississippi
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 Restore  Longleaf pine ecosystems 
 

 Improve soil and plant health 
 

 Enhance wildlife habitat 
 

Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas  

Texas 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Texas
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It has always been 
talked about among our 

Tribe to revitalize the 
longleaf pine trees for 

decades, but nothing has 
ever been done until 

now

Kyle Williams 

 
 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Texas
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Helping People Help the Land
natural resource conservation in the Gulf of Mexico

Gulf of Mexico

Map source:
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Farm Service 
Agency and Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service
Migratory Bird Habitat 
Initiative
Map ID:  11742
USDA NRCS
Resource Assessment Division
Washington, DC
September 2012

MBHI
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natural resource conservation in the Gulf of Mexico

MBHIMigratory Bird Habitat Initiative (MBHI)

The Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative (MBHI) 
took fl ight during the Deepwater Horizon/
BP oil spill. This partnership eff ort is one of 
the most popular initiatives in NRCS history. 
Conservation-minded landowners who 
love wildlife off ered more than one million 
acres for MBHI. More than 470,000 acres are 
now enrolled—that’s three times greater 
than anticipated! In fact, funding for the 
initiative had to be increased to $40 million 

to meet the demand. Participating states 
are: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Texas.

MBHI is focused on the future, with projects 
that will benefi t wildlife, landowners, and 
the environment for years to come. Projects 
provide food and critical habitat for bird 
populations; much-needed water during 
drought; support for local economies by 

attracting hunters and bird watchers; and 
new opportunities to improve wildlife 
management.

NRCS helps partners deliver MBHI to private 
landowners through its Wetlands Reserve 
Program, Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, and Wildlife Habitat Incentive 
Program.

Statistics sources:  NEST 2010 (as 
of March 2011) data for easement 
agreements and acres enrolled; 
Foundation Financial Information 
System for fi nancial assistance 
dollars obligated, and ProTracts 
10/1/2010 for working lands 
programs contract and acres.

2010
Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP)

Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program 

(WHIP) Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total Treated 

Acres

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Agreements

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Alabama  47 $794,508  1,721  56 $799,966 1,764

 Arkansas*  43 $801,223  10,431  198 $2,799,059 38,510  100 $3,629,333  15,583 

Florida  1 $83,604  504  8 $55,089 561

 Louisiana  240 $8,535,043  82,093  288 $2,445,935 94,728  159 $3,848,048  16,878 

Mississippi  157 $1,273,239  35,820  110 $1,104,933 21,352  86 $2,780,043  18,569 

 Missouri*  173 $2,450,034  50,778  183 $1,998,493 37,322  15 $1,273,844  6,352 

Texas  59 $3,244,331  31,460  19 $524,494 5,609

Total  720 $17,181,982  212,807  862 $9,727,969 199,845  360 $11,531,268  57,382 

*Arkansas and Missouri contributed signifi cantly to MBHI success in the Gulf region.

Progress Update:  Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative
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 Create or improve wetlands habitat; 
 

 Manage plant succession to benefit migratory birds; and  
 

 Increase plant diversity 

Poarch Band of Creek Indians 

Alabama 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Alabama
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Buford Rolin  
Chairman, Poarch Band of 

Creek Indians 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Alabama
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 Manage wetland wildlife habitat;  
 

 Control herbaceous weeds; and  
 

 Manage water levels and water quality.  

Tupelo Bend, Florida Panhandle 

Florida 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Florida
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Arlo Kane,  
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission, Partner 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Florida
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Fields Full of Birds  

Louisiana 
2012 Success 

Photograph by Alicia Wiseman, Ducks Unlimited 

Helping People Help the Land - Louisiana
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Alicia Wiseman 
Ducks Unlimited - Partner 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Louisiana
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 Create habitat for migratory birds along the Mississippi River 
flyway; and 
 

 Give shelter and food to birds that would winter in Gulf 
ecosystems following the BP/ Deepwater Horizon spill. 

Lan Burns' Field of Birds 

Mississippi 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Mississippi
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Lan Burns 
Soybean and Milo Producer 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Mississippi
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 Improve and enhance migratory habitat in fallow fields;  
 

 Create overwintering habitat season for migratory birds 
that would normally migrate elsewhere; and  
 

 Create habitat needed by waterfowl to feed, rest, roost 
and build energy before moving on their migration path. 

Taylor Wilcox's Exceptional 
Waterfowl 

Texas 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Texas
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Taylor Wilcox 
Rice Producer  

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Texas
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Helping People Help the Land
natural resource conservation in the Gulf of Mexico

Gulf of Mexico

Atlantic Ocean

Map source:
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service; and the 
U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Fish and Wildlife Service
Working Lands for Wildlife

Map ID:  12328
USDA NRCS
Resource Assessment Division
Washington, DC
September 2012

Photo by Randy Browning, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

WLFW
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WLFWWorking Lands for Wildlife (WLFW)
 Gopher Tortoise

The nation’s rural landowners, its farmers, 
ranchers, and forest owners provide not only 
food and fi ber for the world, but also a host 
of environmental benefi ts, including habitat 
for wildlife.  Nearly two-thirds of all species 
federally listed as threatened or endangered 
exist on private lands.  Conservation 
eff orts on these lands generate outdoor 
recreational and economic activity 
that result in sustained growth for local 
communities and landowners.  

Working Lands for Wildlife is a new 
partnership between NRCS and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to use 
agency technical expertise combined with 
$33 million in fi nancial assistance from 
the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program to 
combat the decline of seven specifi c wildlife 
species whose decline can be reversed and 
the results will benefi t other species with 
similar habitat needs.  

Through Working Lands for Wildlife 
landowners can voluntarily participate 
in an incentive-based eff ort to restore 
populations of declining wildlife species.  
The initiative provides farmers, ranchers, 
and forest managers with regulatory 

certainty that the conservation investments 
they make will help sustain their operations 
over the long term, and strengthen and 
sustain rural economies by restoring and 
protecting the productive capacity of 
working lands.  Farmers, ranchers, and forest 
landowners who implement and voluntarily 
agree to maintain the proven conservation 
practices in Working Lands for Wildlife will 
have addressed the related Endangered 
Species Act regulatory responsibilities for 
up to 30 years.  These landowners will be 
able to operate their farms and ranches as 
agreed upon, providing economic benefi ts 
and species conservation simultaneously.

The Working Lands for Wildlife project  
targets species whose decline can be 
reversed and will benefi t other species 
with similar habitat needs.  Seven species 
were identifi ed during a collaborative 
process with partners for inclusion in the 
project:  lesser prairie chicken, New England 
cottontail, southwestern willow fl ycatcher, 
greater sage-grouse, gopher tortoise, bog 
turtle and golden-winged warbler.

The gopher tortoise is considered a 
keystone species, and an indicator of 

longleaf pine ecosystem health. The gopher 
tortoise requires deep, well drained soils 
and an open understory that provides 
open sunny sites for nesting. Its burrows 
provide vital habitat and shelter for many 
endangered species. In addition, the 
gopher tortoise serves as vector for seed 
dispersal, helping to maintain biological 
diversity.  The eff ects of habitat destruction 
and degradation, and human predation 
have greatly reduced the gopher tortoise 
population to the point where gopher 
tortoise is listed as a threatened species 
under the Endangered Species Act 
throughout the western part of its range.  

NRCS is working with partners and private 
landowners across an expansive landscape. 
States within Working Lands for Wildlife 
gopher tortoise priority habitat areas 
are:  Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  and South Carolina.

Statistics sources:  Foundation Financial 
Information System for fi nancial assistance dollars 
obligated, and ProTracts 10/4/2012 for working 
lands programs contract and acres.  FY-12 data is 
provisional.

Photo by Randy Browning, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

2012
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program 

(WHIP)

Number of 

Active and 

Completed 

Contracts

Financial 

Assistance 

Obligated

Total 

Treated 

Acres

Alabama  153 $2,981,839  44,628 

 Florida  77 $885,147  21,561 

Louisiana  24 $718,639  3,172 

 Mississippi  82 $733,058  7,219 

Total  336 $5,318,683  76,579 

Progress Update: 
Working Lands for Wildlife
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 Protect, maintain, and restore longleaf pine forests; 
 

 Improve weed and invasive species management; and  
 

 Promote use of government programs that provide 
incentives for development or restoration of habitat on 
private lands.  

40 Documented Burrows 

Alabama 
2012 Success 

Photo by Randy Browning, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

Helping People Help the Land - Alabama
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Robert Pittman 
Forest Landowner 

Mobile County 

 

Partners 

Pittman has the perfect habitat for gopher tortoise 
which includes prickly pear cactus, a favorite food 
source, and longleaf pine. 

Helping People Help the Land - Alabama
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 Manage upland wildlife habitat; and  
 

 Improve forest stands. 

From Prescribed Fire  
to Blazing Star 

Florida 
2012 Success 

Helping People Help the Land - Florida
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Courtney Tye, Wildlife Biologist 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission 
Partner 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Florida



Page  62  | Natural Resource Conservation in the Gulf of Mexico

 Protect, maintain, and restore longleaf pine forests; 
 

 Increase connectivity of existing gopher tortoise habitat; 
and 
 

 Improve weed and invasive species management. 

If You Build It, They Will Come 

Louisiana 
2012 Success 

Gopher tortoise burrow. 

Helping People Help the Land - Louisiana
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Bruce Miller 
Washington Parish Landowner 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Louisiana
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 Restore longleaf pine forests, the main habitat for gopher 
tortoise; and 
 

 Help this endangered species replenish its population. 

Seeing More Gopher Tortoise 

Mississippi 
2012 Success 

Photo by Randy Browning, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Helping People Help the Land - Mississippi
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Billy Andrews 
Forest landowner 

Partners 

Helping People Help the Land - Mississippi
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Alabama
Dr. William Puckett
State Conservationist
USDA Natural Resouces Conservation Service
Post Offi  ce Box 311
Auburn, Alabama  36831
(334) 887-4500
william.puckett@al.usda.gov

Florida
Carlos Suarez
State Conservationist
USDA Natural Resouces Conservation Service
Post Offi  ce Box 141510
Gainesville, Florida  32614
(352) 338-9500
carlos.suarez@fl .usda.gov

Louisiana
Kevin Norton
State Conservationist
USDA Natural Resouces Conservation Service
3737 Government Street
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302
(318) 473-7751
kevin.norton@la.usda.gov

Mississippi
Kurt Readus
Acting State Conservationist
USDA Natural Resouces Conservation Service
100 West Capitol Street, Suite 1321 Federal Building
Jackson, Mississippi  39269
(601) 965-5196, ext. 2111
kurt.readus@ms.usda.gov

Texas
Salvador Salinas
State Conservationist
USDA Natural Resouces Conservation Service
101 South Main
Temple, Texas  76501
(254) 742-9800
salvador.salinas@tx.usda.gov
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from
USDA, participating in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives fi nancial assistance from USDA, you may fi le a complaint with USDA. Information
about how to fi le a discrimination complaint is available from the Offi  ce of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)


