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Raptor Perches  

Background   
High tree mortality rates on some restoration projects in Indiana may be due to vole and mice damage.  These rodents 
damage, and often kill, young shrubs and trees by stripping the bark from the stems and roots of the plants.  Rodents 
serve as a primary food source for many raptors (birds of prey).  While the impact of artificial perches on rodent 
populations is not well documented, artificial perches make it easier for raptors to spot prey.  A recent study on 
predator control of rodent pests indicated that landowners reported the use of raptor perches as an effective rodent 
control.  They noticed a decrease in both vole damage and their need for rodenticides (poison-treated baits).  The most 
likely raptors in Indiana to use an artificial perch, as detailed in the following pages, include Great Horned Owls, 
Snowy Owls, Red-tailed Hawks, Red-shouldered Hawks, Rough-legged Hawks, and American Kestrels. 

Raptor Perch Benefits 
1. Artificial perches can improve raptor efficiency, especially in areas where natural perches have been removed, by 

providing strategic vantage points and allowing raptors to use less energy when hunting.   

2. Decreases the need for rodenticides, which have been used to control mice and meadow voles.  These chemicals 
are hazardous and can affect non-target organisms.  Rodenticides may also be restricted and require a license. 

3. Installation of raptor perches may help keep rodent populations low once they have been reduced through 
alternative techniques. 

4. Raptor perches can be erected any time of year.  Perches can be especially valuable in the winter and early spring 
before the primary rodent-breeding season.   

Points to Consider   
1. A spacing of at least 50 yards is recommended if more than one perch is planned. 

2. Raptors are opportunistic feeders, and may prey on non-target species such as quail and songbirds.  When wetlands 
are near, raptors may feed on aquatic species such as frogs, snakes, and small ducks.  Raptor perches will act as an 
“edge” near grasslands, reducing its habitat value for some species.  Perches should be installed at least 300 feet 
from wetland and grassland habitats. 

3. Nest boxes can also be an effective method to increase the population of cavity-nesting raptors.  See the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources publication Woodworking for Wildlife for additional information. 
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