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Minnesota Supplement for:       
Practice Standard 327 – Conservation Cover  
 
Supplemental Criteria 
 

1. Payment rate for grass includes seedbed preparation, seeding, seed, soil amendments 
and weed control as appropriate based on an approved plan. 

2. For introduced grasses and legumes, fertilizer will be applied according to a soil test 
from the year of seeding, or from the two preceding calendar years. The rate of 
application of commercial fertilizer will be done according to Minnesota Extension 
Service recommendations. The rate applied shall be 100% of the recommended rate 
per acre of each nutrient for a 2 ton yield goal. 

3. Practices will be protected from mowing, grazing, and uncontrolled fire for the 
duration of the contract unless specifically identified in the management plan.  

4. Pollinator Planting: Utilize Biology Jobsheet 16 – Native Habitat Development for 
Pollinators, for planning specifications.  

5. Consult General Provision 16 for establishment weed control information. 
 
Scenarios 
 
Introduced Grass 
This practice applies on land to be retired from agricultural production and on other lands 
needing permanent protective cover.  This practice typically involves conversion from a clean-
tilled (conventional tilled) intensive cropping system to permanent non-native vegetation 
(scenario includes non-native grass). This practice scenario is typically used to reduce soil 
erosion, reduce soil quality degradation, improve water quality, develop wildlife habitat, and 
reduce air quality impacts.  
 
Native Grass and forbs 
This practice applies on land to be retired from agricultural production and on other lands 
needing permanent protective cover.  This practice typically involves conversion from a clean-
tilled (conventional tilled) intensive cropping system to permanent native vegetation (scenario 
includes native grass). This practice scenario is typically used to reduce soil erosion, reduce soil 
quality degradation, improve water quality, develop wildlife habitat, and reduce air quality 
impacts.  
 
Orchard or Vineyard Alleyways 
This practice applies on orchards and vineyards needing permanent protective cover in the 
alleyways between tree and vine rows. This practice typically involves conversion from a clean-
tilled (conventional tilled) intensive cropping system to permanent vegetation (scenario includes 
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non-native grass and legume mix). This practice scenario is typically used to reduce soil erosion, 
reduce soil quality degradation, improve water quality, enhance wildlife and/or pollinator habitat, 
manage plant pests, and reduce air quality impacts.  60% conservation cover per acre is typical. 
 
Pollinator Habitat 
Permanent vegetation, including mix of native grasses, legume, forbs (mix may also include non-
native species), established on any land needing permanent vegetative cover that provides habitat 
for pollinators. Typical practice size is variable depending on site. In addition to providing 
pollinator habitat, this practice scenario may also reduce sheet and rill erosion, improve soil 
quality, improve water quality, and improve air quality. The practice may also provide wildlife 
habitat. Practice applicable on cropland, odd areas, corners, etc. 
 
Organic Introduced Mix 
This practice applies on organically managed land needing permanent protective cover.  This 
practice typically involves conversion from an intensive organic cropping system to permanent 
non-native vegetation (scenario includes non-native grass/legume mix). This practice scenario is 
typically used to reduce soil erosion, reduce soil quality degradation, improve water quality, 
develop wildlife habitat, and reduce air quality impacts.  
 
Organic Native Mix 
This practice applies on organically managed land needing permanent protective cover. This 
practice typically involves conversion from an intensive organic cropping system to permanent 
native vegetation (scenario includes native grass/legume mix). This practice scenario is typically 
used to reduce soil erosion, reduce soil quality degradation, improve water quality, develop 
wildlife habitat, and reduce air quality impacts.  
 
Organic Pollinator Habitat 
Permanent vegetation, including mix of native grasses, legume, forbs (mix may also include non-
native species), established on organically managed land needing permanent vegetative cover 
that provides habitat for pollinators. Typical practice size is variable depending on site. In 
addition to providing pollinator habitat, this practice scenario may also reduce sheet and rill 
erosion, improve soil quality, improve water quality, and improve air quality. The practice may 
also provide wildlife habitat. Practice applicable on cropland, odd areas, corners, etc.  
 
Short and/or Tall Grass Prairie 
This practice applies on land to be retired from agricultural production and on other lands 
needing permanent protective cover.  This practice typically involves conversion from a clean-
tilled (conventional tilled) intensive cropping system to permanent native vegetation (scenario 
includes native grass). This practice scenario is typically used to reduce soil erosion, reduce soil 
quality degradation, improve water quality, develop wildlife habitat, and reduce air quality 
impacts.  
 

 


