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Minnesota Supplement for:       
Practice Standard 340 – Cover Crop 
 
Supplemental Criteria 
 

1. Cover crop seeding will be completed based on an approved cover crop seeding and 
management plan. 

2. Cover crop is considered a vegetative practice, not a management practice.  It is not 
eligible when reapplied on the same acres as part of a routine cropping system. 
Exception: The soil health cover crop scenario is for 5 years and must be on the 
same acres (Soil Health Initiative – pilot program). 

3. Cover crops can be certified for payment when the cover crop has been verified it was 
successfully established. 

4. Cover crops can be used for supplemental forage by grazing or mechanical 
harvest.  Consult your Area Grazing Specialist and the Cover Crop job sheet for 
more information.    

 
Scenarios 
 
Cover Crop-Chemical Kill 
Typically a small grain or small grain-legume mix (may also use forage sorghum, radishes, 
turnips, buckwheat, etc) will be planted as a cover crop immediately after harvest of a row crop, 
or planted in the springtime to control wind erosion, and will be followed by a row crop that will 
utilize the residue as a mulch. Cover crops can be seeded into a growing crop as well. The cover 
crop should be allowed to generate as much biomass as possible, without delaying planting of the 
following crop.  Generally speaking, the cover crop will be terminated using an approved 
herbicide a minimum of 3 weeks prior to planting the subsequent crop unless planting a cover 
crop to control wind erosion on the emerging cash crops. 
 
Cover Crop-Mechanical Kill 
Typically a small grain or small grain-legume mix (may also use forage sorghum, radishes, 
turnips, buckwheat, etc) will be planted as a cover crop immediately after harvest of a row crop, 
and will be followed by a row crop that will utilize the residue as a mulch.  Cover crops can be 
seeded into a growing crop as well. The cover crop should be allowed to generate as much 
biomass as possible, without delaying planting of the following crop.  Generally speaking, the 
cover crop will be terminated using a mechanical kill method (mowing, rolling, undercutting, 
tillage, etc.), a minimum of 3 weeks prior to planting the subsequent crop. 
 
Legume-N Fixation 
A legume will be planted as a cover crop immediately after harvest of a row crop, and will be 
followed by a row crop that will utilize fixed nitrogen and cover crop biomass as mulch. Cover 
crops can be seeded into a growing crop as well.  Legume seeds must be inoculated with the 
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proper inoculant prior to planting.  The cover crop should be allowed to reach early to mid-
bloom before it is terminated, using an approved herbicide, in order to maximize nitrogen 
fixation. The legume will promote biological nitrogen fixation and reduce energy use by 
reducing the need for commercial nitrogen fertilizer in following crops. 
 
Soil Health Annual Cover Crop 
Cropland is planted with a multi species cover crop mixture.  The cover crop provides soil cover 
by late fall, throughout the winter, and into the early spring.  Cover crops are used to reduce 
erosion from wind and water, increase soil organic matter content, capture and recycle or 
redistribute nutrients in the soil profile, promote biological nitrogen fixation and reduce energy 
use, increase biodiversity, suppress weeds, manage soil moisture, and minimize and reduce soil 
compaction. Planted annually in cropland. 
 
Organic Cover Crop 
Typically a small grain or small grain-legume mix (may also use forage sorghum, radishes, 
turnips, buckwheat, etc) will be planted as a cover crop immediately after harvest of an 
organically grown crop, and will be followed by an organically grown crop that will utilize the 
residue as a mulch. Cover crops can be seeded into a growing crop as well. The cover crop 
should be allowed to generate as much biomass as possible, without delaying planting of the 
following crop.  The cover crop will be terminated using a mechanical kill method (mowing, 
rolling, undercutting, etc.), a minimum of 3 weeks prior to planting the subsequent crop. This 
scenario REQUIRES use of Certified Organic Seed. 


